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Trump picks new acting national intelligence director 



In this July 25, 2018, file photo, retired Vice Adm. Joseph Maguire and now current director of the National Counterterrorism Center, 
appears before the Senate Intelligence Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


By DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on 
Thursday named Joseph 
Maguire, the nation's top 
counterterrorism official, 
as acting national intel¬ 
ligence director, part of a 
leadership shake-up at the 
agency that oversees 17 
U.S. spy agencies. 

Maguire will become act¬ 
ing director on Aug. 15, the 
same day that National 
Intelligence Director Dan 
Coats' resignation takes 
effect. It's also the same 
day that deputy national 
intelligence director Sue 
Gordon will be walking out 
the door. Democrats ac¬ 
cused Trump of pushing 
out two dedicated intelli¬ 
gence professionals. 
“Admiral Maguire has a 
long and distinguished 
career in the military, re¬ 
tiring from the U.S. Navy 
in 2010," Trump tweeted. 
“He commanded at every 
level, including the Naval 
Special Warfare Com¬ 
mand. He has also served 
as a National Security Fel¬ 
low at Harvard University. I 
have no doubt he will do 
a great job!" Coats also 


praised Maguire, saying in 
a statement that he “has 
had a long, distinguished 
career” and will lead the 
intelligence community 


with distinction. It’s unclear 
if Trump, who has had an 
uneven relationship with 
the intelligence agencies 
since he took office, plans 


to also nominate Maguire 
to formally replace Coats. 
After Coats announced his 
retirement late last month, 
the president nominated 


Associated Press 

Texas GOP Rep. John Rat- 
cliffe to be the new direc¬ 
tor of national intelligence. 


Continued on Page 2 
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Trump picks new acting national intelligence director 



This image provided by the Office of the Director of National Intelligence shows deputy national intelligence director Sue Gordon. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

But Ratcliffe removed him¬ 
self from consideration af¬ 
ter just five days amid criti¬ 
cism about his lack of intel¬ 
ligence experience and 
qualifications for the job. 
The Office of fhe Director 
of National Intelligence has 
been in upheaval since 
Coats, who had bumped 
elbows with Trump, an¬ 
nounced late last month 
that he was stepping down 
as of Aug. 15. Then on 
Thursday, Gordon, who has 
worked in the intelligence 
field for three decades, an¬ 
nounced she was leaving 
the same day with Coats. 
“Sue Gordon is a great 
professional with a long 
and distinguished career," 
Trump tweeted Thursday. 
“I have gotten to know Sue 
over the past 2 years and 
have developed great re¬ 
spect for her. Sue has an¬ 
nounced she will be leav¬ 
ing on August 15. 

But it was clear that Gor¬ 
don was not resigning by 
choice. 

“I offer this letter as an act 
of respect and patriotism, 
not preference," Gordon 
wrote in a note to Trump 


that accompanied her 
two-paragraph resignation 


letter. “You should have 
your team. Godspeed, 
Sue.” 

A person familiar with the 
personnel decisions said 
Gordon spoke to Trump 
twice in the past week. The 
individual was not autho¬ 
rized to publicly discuss the 
decision and spoke only on 
condition of anonymity. 
Gordon thanked the presi¬ 
dent for the opportunity to 
serve the nation as deputy 
national intelligence direc¬ 
tor for two years. She said 
she would resign effective 
Aug. 15 and would subse¬ 
quently retire from federal 
service. 

She said she was confi¬ 
dent in what the U.S. intel¬ 
ligence agencies had ac¬ 
complished and what they 
were poised to do going 
forward. “I have seen if in 
action first-hand for more 
than 30 years,” her resigna¬ 
tion letter said. “Know that 
our people are our strength 
and they will never fail you 
or the nation. You are in 
good hands.” 

After Coats announced 
his resignation. Rep. Adam 
Schiff, chairman of fhe 
House intelligence com¬ 


mittee, urged Trump to 
promote Gordon. He cited 
U.S. law that requires that 
Gordon be elevated once 
Coats stepped down. 
Schiff, D-Calif„ said if Trump 
tried to bypass Gordon, it 
would be evidence of his 
intent to politicize the intel¬ 
ligence agencies to serve 
his “partisan aims and an 
attempt to do an end run 
around the legally man¬ 
dated succession." 

Donald Trump Jr., the presi¬ 
dent's son, tweeted in re¬ 
sponse: “If Adam Schiff 
wants her in there, the ru¬ 
mors about her being bes- 
ties with Brennan and the 
rest of the clown cadre 
must be 100% true.” John 
Brennan is a former director 
of fhe CIA who has come 
under fire from Trump. 

On Thursday, Schiff called 
Coats and Gordon’s retire¬ 
ments a “devastating loss” 
to the intelligence commu¬ 
nity. “These losses of lead¬ 
ership, coupled with a pres¬ 
ident determined to weed 
out anyone who may dare 
disagree, represent one of 
the most challenging mo¬ 
ments for fhe intelligence 
community." 


“The mission of the intel¬ 
ligence community is to 
speak truth to power,” War¬ 
ner said. “Yet in pushing 
out two dedicated public 
servants in as many weeks, 
once again the president 
has shown that he has no 
problem prioritizing his polit¬ 
ical ego even if it comes at 
the expense of our national 
security.” Senate Intelli¬ 
gence Committee Chair¬ 
man Richard Burr, R-N.C., 
called Gordon's departure 
a “significant loss” and said 
she had been a “stalwart 
partner” to the intelligence 
panel. But he also praised 
Maguire, who he said he 
has known for some time. 
“I have confidence in his 
ability to step into this criti¬ 
cal role," Burr said. 

Maguire retired from the 
navy after 36 years of mili¬ 
tary service. Before retiring, 
he was deputy director tor 
operational planning at 
the National Counterterror¬ 
ism Center. Trump nominat¬ 
ed Maguire, a leader in the 
U.S. Navy Seal community, 
as director of the center in 
June 2018 and he was con¬ 
firmed by the Senate in De¬ 
cember 2018.Q 
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Ex-FBI official Andrew McCabe sues over his firing 



In this June 7, 2017, file photo, then-acting FBI Director Andrew 
McCabe appears before a Senate Intelligence Committee 
hearing about the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, on 
Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For¬ 
mer FBI Deputy Director An¬ 
drew McCabe, a frequent 
target of President Donald 
Trump's ire, sued the FBI 
and the Justice Depart¬ 
ment on Thursday over his 
firing. 

The lawsuit, the second 
this week from an ex-FBI 
official challenging the cir¬ 
cumstances of his termina¬ 
tion, says the firing was part 
of Trump’s plan to rid the 
bureau of leaders he per¬ 
ceived as disloyal to him. 
The complaint contends 
that the two officials re¬ 
sponsible for demoting and 
then firing McCabe — FBI 
Director Chris Wray and 
former Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions — created a 
pretext to force him out in 
accordance with the presi¬ 
dent's wishes. 

The stated reason for the fir¬ 
ing was that McCabe had 
misled investigators over his 
involvement in a news me¬ 
dia leak, but McCabe says 


the real reason was “his re¬ 
fusal to pledge allegiance 
to a single man.” 

“Trump demanded Plain¬ 
tiff's personal allegiance, 
he sought retaliation when 
Plaintiff refused to give it, 
and Sessions, Wray, and 
others served as Trump’s 
personal enforcers rather 
than the nation's highest 


law enforcement officials, 
catering to Trump’s unlaw¬ 
ful whims instead of honor¬ 
ing their oaths to uphold 
the Constitution," the law¬ 
suit says. 

The federal complaint ac¬ 
cuses the FBI and Justice 
Department of straying 
from established policies, 
with Wray refusing to tell 


McCabe why he was being 
fired and a senior Justice 
Department lawyer telling 
McCabe’s own lawyer that 
they were “making it up as 
we go along.” 

It says the government sped 
up disciplinary proceedings 
so McCabe could be fired 
ahead of his planned retire¬ 
ment and without receiv¬ 
ing full benefits. The lawsuit 
asks for a judge to declare 
McCabe's firing unconstitu¬ 
tional and to declare him 
entitled to his full pension 
and other benefits. 
Spokespeople for the FBI 
and Justice Department 
declined to comment 
Thursday. 

McCabe has been a target 
of Trump's attacks since 
even before he was elect¬ 
ed, after news emerged 
in the fall of 2016 that Mc¬ 
Cabe’s wife had accepted 
campaign contributions 
from former Virginia Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe during an 
unsuccessful run for the 
state Senate there. McAu¬ 
liffe is a close ally of Bill and 


Hillary Clinton, who was be¬ 
ing investigated at the time 
for her use of a personal 
email server. 

The attacks continued af¬ 
ter Trump’s victory, with the 
president working to force 
McCabe from government 
by pressuring Sessions, Dep¬ 
uty Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein and others, the 
lawsuit says. 

After McCabe refused on 
policy grounds to publicly 
refute a news story about 
contacts between Russia 
and Trump campaign as¬ 
sociates, the then-White 
House chief of staff Reince 
Priebus told McCabe that 
he and the FBI were “not 
being good partners" to 
Trump, according to the 
complaint. 

“Trump’s purge targeted 
Plaintiff in particular be¬ 
cause Trump had already 
decided during the 2016 
U.S. presidential campaign 
that Plaintiff was his par¬ 
tisan enemy by virtue of 
Plaintiff’s marriage," the 
lawsuit said. □ 














FRIDAY 9 AUGUST 


MIU.S. NEWS 



Mayors urge Senate to return to Washington for gun bill vote 



Dayton, Ohio, Mayor Nan Whaley speaks to members of the media Tuesday, Aug. 6,2019, outside 
Ned Peppers bar in the Oregon District after a mass shooting that occurred early Sunday morning 
in Dayton. 

Associated Press 


By MATTHEW DALY and 
LISA MASCARO Associated 
Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
than 200 mayors, includ¬ 
ing two anguished by mass 
shootings in Texas and 
Ohio, are urging the Sen¬ 
ate to return to the Capi¬ 
tol to act on gun safety 
legislation amid criticism 
that Congress is failing to 
respond to back-to-back 
shootings that left 31 peo¬ 
ple dead. 

In a letter Thursday to Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell and the Dem¬ 
ocratic leader. Chuck 
Schumer, the mayors 
wrote, “Our nation can no 
longer wait for our federal 
government to take the 
actions necessary to pre¬ 
vent people who should 
not have access to fire¬ 
arms from being able to 
purchase them.” 

The mayors urged the Sen¬ 
ate to vote on two House- 
passed bills expanding 
background checks for 
gun sales that passed that 
chamber earlier this year. 
It was signed by El Paso, 
Texas, Mayor Dee Margo, 
Dayton, Ohio, Mayor Nan 
Whaley and others where 


mass shootings have oc¬ 
curred, including Orlando 
and Parkland, Florida, 
Pittsburgh and Annapolis, 
Maryland. 

“There is no worse thing 
that can happen to a city," 
Whaley said of the week¬ 
end shooting that killed 
nine people in Dayton. 
“We cannot allow this trag¬ 
ic event to fade from our 


memories without taking 
action. Politics has stood 
in the way of action for 
too long, and I can tell you 
politics seems very petty 
when it is your friends and 
neighbors who are injured 
or dead.” 

The push comes as Mc¬ 
Connell, the Republican 
leader, resists pressure to 
recall senators from the 


congressional recess, de¬ 
spite wrenching calls to 
“do something” in the af¬ 
termath of the shootings. 
Instead, McConnell is tak¬ 
ing a more measured ap¬ 
proach, as GOP senators 
talk frequently among 
themselves and with the 
White House in the face 
of mounting criticism that 
Congress is failing to act. 
President Donald Trump is 
privately calling up sena¬ 
tors while publicly pushing 
for an expansion of back¬ 
ground checks for firearms 
purchases, but McConnell 
knows those ideas have 
little Republican support. 
In fact, the White House 
threatened to veto a 
House-passed background 
checks bill earlier this year. 
Yet, as the nation reels from 
the frequency of shootings 
and their grave toll, Mc¬ 
Connell's unwillingness to 
confront the gun lobby or 
move more swiftly is com¬ 
ing under scrutiny. 

“I can only do what I can 
do,” the president told re¬ 
porters Wednesday as he 
departed Washington for 
visits to El Paso and Day- 
ton to comfort victims and 
families and to praise first 
responders. 

Ohio Democratic Sen. 
Sherrod Brown made a per¬ 
sonal plea to Trump during 
his visit to “call on Sen. Mc¬ 
Connell to bring the Senate 
back in session this week, 
to tell the Senate he wants 


the background checks bill 
that has already passed 
the House.” 

The politics of gun violence 
are difficult for Republi¬ 
cans, including McConnell, 
who would risk losing sup¬ 
port as he seeks reelection 
in Kentucky if he backed 
restricting access to fire¬ 
arms and ammunition. Oth¬ 
er Republicans, including 
those in Colorado, Maine 
and swing states, also 
would face difficult votes, 
despite the clamor for 
some changes to gun laws. 
“In Congress, we're try¬ 
ing to come up with some 
answers,” Texas GOP Sen. 
John Cornyn, who is also 
up for reelection, said after 
donating blood in El Paso. 
In Kentucky, where McCo¬ 
nnell is recuperating from a 
shoulder fracture sustained 
in a weekend fall, activists 
have been demonstrating 
at his home and protesting 
at his downtown Louisville 
office. 

In the meantime. Trump 
continues to say there's 
“great appetite" for back¬ 
ground checks legislation. 
But that is not the case, for 
now.lnstead, Republicans 
are trying to build support 
for more modest measures, 
including so-called red- 
flag bills from Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C., and Sen. 
Marco Rubio, R-Fla., that 
would allow friends and 
family members to peti¬ 
tion authorities to keep 
guns away from people 
deemed a threat to them¬ 
selves or others. But those 
efforts are also running into 
trouble from conservatives, 
who worry about due pro¬ 
cess and infringing on gun 
owners' rights. 

GOP senators are also con¬ 
sidering changes to the ex¬ 
isting federal background 
checks system, modeled 
on the so-called “fix-NICS” 
law signed last year that 
improved the National In¬ 
stant Criminal Background 
Check system, as well as 
strengthening penalties for 
hate crimes. 

While many of those pro¬ 
posals have bipartisan sup¬ 
port, Democrats are unlike¬ 
ly to agree to them without 
consideration of the more 
substantive background 
checks bill. □ 



Wcststraat 2 , Oranjesiad Aruba (+297) 594 6395 / 582 0039 

www.tiarhoEirfioti5carLiba.com sales@harbourhouscaruba.com 

_ U _ 
















fiDAY 


U.S. NEWS I * 5 


FRIDAY 9 AUGUST 2019 


ONLINE GROCERY DELIVERY SERVICE 

From the Store to your Door! 


$ 10 

OFF 


Coupon code: 
ARUBATODAY 



GroceriesToGo 


ARUBA 


SAVE TIME 

GROCERY SHOP 
ONLINE 


www.GroceriesToGoAruba.com 



In this Wednesday, Oct. 11,2017 file photo, a giant Smokey Bear 
Department Open House at Fire Station One in Kinston, N.C. 


Forest Fire prevention icon 
Smokey Bear is turning 75 


CAPITAN, N.M. (AP)— There 
will be 75 candles on his 
birthday cake and Smokey 
Bear still hopes none of 
them start a forest fire. 

The icon of the longest- 
running public service 
campaign in the U.S. is be¬ 
ing honored with birthday 
parties around the country 
this week, a celebration 
that includes a social me¬ 
dia campaign to share his 
safety message. 

“My friends at the U.S. For¬ 
est Service and National 
Association of State Forest¬ 
ers are counting on #On- 
lyYou to send in your videos 
to celebrate my 75th birth¬ 
day!" Smokey urges resi¬ 
dents on his official Face- 
book page, operated by 
the agency and nonprofit 
group. “Take a video sing¬ 
ing ‘Floppy Birthday’ to me, 
your pal Smokey Bear and 
use the hashtag #SingFor- 
Smokey.” 

Besides the social media 
campaign, the U.S. Forest 
Service and National As¬ 
sociation of State Forest¬ 


ers are using voices of CBS 
“Late Night” host Stephen 
Colbert, Al Roker of NBC’s 
“Today Show” and come¬ 
dian Jeff Foxworthy with an 
animated talking Smokey 
on online videos. 

Smokey promoters also 
have shared vintage fire 
prevention videos like the 
1968 commercial with the 
bear and “Twilight Zone” 
creator Rod Sterling. 
Smokey Bear was born on 
Aug. 9, 1944, when the U.S. 
Forest Service and the Ad 
Council agreed that a fic¬ 
tional bear would be the 
symbol for a fire prevention 
campaign. At the time, 
federal officials feared fhe 
nation's national forest 
could become targets as 
the country was deep into 
World War II. 

Six years later, firefighters 
found a cub with severely 
burned paws and hind legs 
in the aftermath of a blaze 
in New Mexico’s Capitan 
Mountains. The cub was 
named Smokey Bear after 
a New York Assistant Fire 


statue greets children at the Fire 
Associated Press 


Chief, “Smokey” Joe Mar¬ 
tin. 

When the bear died in 
1976, his remains were bur¬ 
ied in what is now Smokey 
Bear FHistorical Park in Capi¬ 
tan, — not far from where 
he was found. 

This week, the Gila Nation¬ 
al Forest in Silver City, New 
Mexico, and Wingfield Park 
in Ruidoso will hold com¬ 
munity birthday parties 
for the bear. Parties also 
are scheduled in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, and Entiat, 
Washington. 

Smokey’s anniversary 
comes as scientists warn 
the world's forests are 
vulnerable amid climate 
change. Pluman-caused 
wildfires remain one of fheir 
biggest concerns. 
According to a study pub¬ 
lished in February 2017 in 
the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sci¬ 
ences , 84% of fhe blazes 
that firefighters were called 
to fight in the U.S. between 
1992 and 2012 were ignited 
by peopleO 


Glacier National 
Park records drop 
in visitors this year 

KALISPELL, Mont. (AP) — The number of visitors to 
Glacier National Park dropped by nearly 3% last 
month compared to July 2018. 

The Flathead Beacon reported Wednesday that 
the National Park Service recorded nearly 884,000 
visitors to the Montana park in July, falling from the 
nearly 911,000 recorded in the same month last 
year. 

The park has recorded about 1.68 million visitors in 
the first seven months of fhis year. 

About 1.74 million people visited during the same 
period last year. 

The park had an increase in the number of people 
who stayed overnight. 

About 127,600 people stayed in the park last 
month, up from the nearly 125,200 recorded in July 
2018.Q 


SC says U.S. Govt, 
shipped ton of 
plutonium out of state 

AIKEN, S.C. (AP) — Officials in South Carolina say 
the U.S. government followed a requirement to re¬ 
move weapons-grade plutonium from fhe stafe. 
Soufh Carolina Afforney General Alan Wilson said 1 
metric ton (2,200 pounds) of nuclear material has 
been shipped out of the Savannah River Site near 
Aiken. 

The U.S. Energy Department was ordered in 2017 to 
remove that much plutonium by January. 

Federal court records said half the plutonium was 
sent to Nevada. Wilson’s statement Wednesday 
didn't say where the other half was shipped. 

Soufh Carolina sued fhe federal agency after it 
halted a plan to turn plutonium once used to make 
nuclear weapons into fuel for nuclear reactors. 

The Energy Department owes the state $200 mil¬ 
lion in fines in parf because 11 metric tons (24,250 
pounds) of plufonium remain at the siteO 
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Police: Gang member kills 4 in random California stabbings 


By AMY TAXIN 
Associated Press 
GARDEN GROVE, Calif. (AP) 

— The man who killed four 
people and wounded two 
others in random stabbings 
across two Southern Cali¬ 
fornia cities is a gang mem¬ 
ber with a violent criminal 
record who had served 
time in prison, authorities 
said Thursday. 

Zachary Castaneda “could 
have injured or killed many 
other people” had he not 
been arrested Wednesday 
while carrying out attacks 
and robberies during the 
two-hour wave of violence 
that began in Garden 
Grove, the city's police 
Chief Tom DaRe said. 

It wasn’t immediately 
known if Castaneda, 33, 
had a lawyer who could 
speak on his behalf. He was 
scheduled to be arraigned 
Friday. 

Castaneda was taken into 
custody when he walked 
out of a convenience store 
in the neighboring city of 
Santa Ana, dropping a 
knife and a gun he had tak¬ 
en from a security guard he 
had just killed, police said. 
The suspect was covered in 
blood, DaRe said. 
Castaneda was kept in re¬ 
straints as detectives tried 
to interview him, the chief 
said at a press conference. 
“He remained violent with 
us through the night," DaRe 
said. “He never told us why 
he did this.” 

Castaneda has a convic¬ 
tion for possession of meth 
for sale while armed with 



Garden Grove Police Chief Tom DaRe, center, and PIO Carl Whitney address the media next to a 
booking mug shot of Zachary Castaneda posted outside of the Garden Grove Police Department 
headquarters in Garden Grove, Calif., Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019. 


an assault rifle, DaRe said. 
Investigators were still put¬ 
ting together his entire 
criminal history, he said. Of¬ 
ficials didn’t specify what 
crimes sent Castaneda to 
prison or when he was re¬ 
leased. 

The violence appeared to 
be random and the only 
known motive seem to be 
“robbery, hate, homicide,” 
Garden Grove police Lt. 
Carl Whitney told reporters. 
Whitney said police had 
previously gone to Cas¬ 
taneda’s Garden Grove 
apartment to deal with a 
child custody issue. The sus¬ 
pect's mother had been 
living with him and had 
once asked police how 
she could evict her son, he 


said. 

The attacker and four of the 
victims were described as 
Hispanic, while two victims 
were described as white, 
police said in a statement. 
Initially, all had been de¬ 
scribed as Hispanic. There 
was no indication this was 
a hate crime, DaRe said. 
The two people who were 
wounded were expected 
to survive. 

One of the dead was iden¬ 
tified by his son as a hard¬ 
working immigrant original¬ 
ly from Romania. 

Erwin Hauprich said in a 
telephone interview that his 
father, Helmuth Hauprich, 
62, called him Wednesday 
afternoon and told him his 
Garden Grove apartment 


Associated Press 

had been burglarized. The 
father said his passport, 
green card, sword collec¬ 
tion and even a dining ta¬ 
ble were taken. 

Erwin Hauprich said his fa¬ 
ther never called back and 
he went to check on him 
after hearing there had 
been a stabbing at the 
complex. 

A police officer told him 
that Helmuth Hauprich had 
been taken to the hospi¬ 
tal, where he died, the son 
said. He said he was told 
his father’s roommate was 
killed in the apartment. 

A body was removed from 
the complex by stretcher 
Thursday. 

Erwin Hauprich said his fa¬ 
ther left Romania first for 


Germany and then the 
United States more than 
two decades ago. He said 
his father worked on an as¬ 
sembly line and lived in the 
complex for years. 

He said Helmuth Hauprich 
was a down-to-earth man 
who strove to make a life 
for his family. 

Police said surveillance 
cameras caught some of 
the carnage. 

“We have video showing 
him attacking these peo¬ 
ple and conducting these 
murders,” Whitney said. 
Whitney said the man lived 
in a Garden Grove apart¬ 
ment building where he 
stabbed two men during 
some kind of confrontation. 
One man died inside and 
the other at a hospital. 
Whitney said a bakery also 
was robbed. 

The bakery owner, Dona 
Beltran, said she was sit¬ 
ting in her car charging her 
cellphone when she saw a 
tattooed man get out of 
a Mercedes and go inside 
the business. Beltran, 45, 
followed him inside to offer 
help, but kept quiet when 
she saw him trying to open 
the cash register. 

She then ran out of the shop 
and yelled she was be¬ 
ing robbed before taking 
refuge in a nearby dental 
office, she said. He ended 
up taking the entire register 
with him, which had about 
$200, she said. 

“I saved myself because 
I was in the car,” she said 
in Spanish on Thursday. 
“Thank God I am alive.”□ 



In this Feb. 7,2019 file photo, Bloomfield High School transgender 
athlete Terry Miller, second from left, wins the final of the 55-meter 
dash over transgender athlete Andraya Yearwood, far left, and 
other runners in the Connecticut girls Class S indoor track meet 
at Hillhouse High School in New Haven, Conn. 

Associated Press 


Civil rights probe opened into 
transgender athlete policy 


By PAT EATON-ROBB 
AP Sports Writer 
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 

The federal Office for Civil 
Rights has launched an in¬ 
vestigation into Connecti¬ 
cut's policy that allows 
transgender high school 
athletes to compete as the 
gender with which they 
identify. 

The investigation was 
announced in a letter 
Wednesday from the arm 
of the U.S. Department of 
Education. 

It follows a complaint in 
June by the families of 


three girls, who say they 
were discriminated against 
by having to compete in 
track events against two 
athletes who were identi¬ 
fied as male at birth and 
who they say have “male 
hormone levels and mus¬ 
culature.” 

The complaint was submit¬ 
ted on the girls' behalf by 
lawyers for the conserva¬ 
tive non-profit organization 
Alliance Defending Free¬ 
dom, which contends the 
transgender girls have an 
unfair physical advantage 
and that the state policy 


violates Title IX, the federal 
law designed to ensure 
equal opportunities for 
women and girls in educa¬ 
tion, including athletics. 
“Girls should never be sim¬ 
ply spectators in their own 
sport; they deserve to 
compete on a fair playing 
field,” said Selina Soule, a 
Glastonbury High School 
sprinter, who has consis¬ 
tently finished behind the 
two transgender athletes 
in state championships. “I 
hope that this important 
step will help return fairness 
to the sport I love.” □ 
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Immigrants lock doors, rally around 
children of detained 


By JEFF AMY and ROGELIO 
V. SOLIS 

Associated Press 
MORTON, Miss. (AP) — Mis¬ 
sissippi residents rallied 
around terrified children 
left with no parents and mi¬ 
grants locked themselves 
in their homes for fear of 
being arrested Thursday, a 
day after the United States' 
largest immigration raid in 
a decade. 

A total of 680 people were 
arrested in Wednesday’s 
raids, but more than 300 
had been released by 
Thursday morning, U.S. Im¬ 
migration and Customs 
Enforcement spokesman 
Bryan Cox said in an email. 
Cox said 30 of those who 
had been released were 
let go at the plants, while 
about 270 were released 
after being taken to a mili¬ 
tary hangar where they 
had been brought after 
the raids. He did not give 
a reason except to say 
that those released at the 
plants were let go due to 
“humanitarian factors.” 
“They were placed into 
proceedings before the 
federal immigration courts 
and will have their day in 
court at a later date,” he 
said. 

A small group seeking in¬ 
formation about immi¬ 
grants caught up in the 
raids gathered Thursday 
morning outside one of 
the targeted companies: 
the Koch Foods Inc. plant 
in Morton, a small town of 
roughly 3,000 people about 
40 miles (65 kilometers) east 
of the capital of Jackson. 
“The children are scared,” 
said Ronaldo Tomas, who 
identified himself as a work¬ 
er at another Koch Foods 
plant in town that wasn’t 
raided. Tomas, speaking 
in Spanish, said he has a 
cousin with two children 
who was detained in one 


of the raids. Gabriela Ro¬ 
sales, a six-year resident of 
Morton who knows some 
of those detained, said she 
understands that “there’s 
a process and a law” for 
those living in the country 
illegally. “But the thing that 
they (ICE) did is devastat¬ 
ing,” she said. “It was very 
devastating to see all those 
kids crying, having seen 
their parents for the last 
time.” 

On Wednesday, about 600 
U.S. Immigration and Cus¬ 
toms Enforcement agents 
fanned out across plants 
operated by five compa¬ 
nies, surrounding the pe¬ 
rimeters to prevent workers 
from fleeing. Those arrested 
were taken to the military 
hangar to be processed for 
immigration violations. 
Before the raid, ICE officials 
indicated many people 
would be released with a 
notice to appear in court 
because they had never 
before been through de¬ 
portation proceedings. 
Those people were not 
jailed, but probably won't 
be able to resume their old 
jobs because the federal 
government alleges they 
are here illegally. ICE offi¬ 
cials said others would be 
released if they were preg¬ 
nant, had small children at 
home, or had serious health 
problems. 

Koch Foods, one of the 
country’s largest poultry 
producers based in the 
Chicago suburb of Park 
Ridge, said in a statement 
Thursday that it follows strict 
procedures to make sure 
full-time employees are eli¬ 
gible to work in the country. 
The company said it vets 
the employees through the 
federal government data¬ 
base E-Verify. The compa¬ 
ny also relies on temporary 
workers that come through 
a third-party service tasked 


with checking employee 
eligibility, said company 
spokesman Jim Gilliland. 

In Morton, workers were 
loaded into multiple buses 
on Wednesday —some for 
men and some for wom¬ 
en — at the Koch Foods 
plant. At one point, about 
70 family, friends and resi¬ 
dents waved goodbye 
and shouted, “Let them 
go! Let them go!"0 


This young woman cries while standing outside the Koch Foods 
Inc., plant as U.S. immigration officials raid the plant in Morton, 
Miss., Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Italy's Salvini pushes for a new election over deadlocks 


By COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — Italy faced 
a government crisis Thurs¬ 
day after Interior Minister 
Matteo Salvini of the right- 
wing League party called 
for a new election, saying 
his party's coalition with the 
populist 5-Star Movement 
had collapsed over policy 
differences. 

Premier Giuseppe Confe 
said he would convene 
Parliament, as requested 
by Salvini to seek a confi¬ 
dence vote, but showed his 
anger over what he called 
Salvini’s move to “abruptly 
interrupt the actions of the 
government." He urged 
Salvini to explain himself to 
voters. 

The governing two parties 
have been at odds over a 
host of policy issues but ten¬ 
sions spiraled Wednesday 
after the Senate rejected a 
move by 5-Star to kill a EU- 
funded high-speed rail link 
with neighboring France. 
The big infrastructure proj¬ 
ect — known in Italy as TAV 
— is backed by the League 
and seeks to improve rail 
links across several Europe¬ 
an nations. 

As tones hardened, Salvini 
met with Conte on Thurs¬ 
day. After the meeting, 
Salvini issued a statement 
saying the TAV vote clearly 
showed that the ruling co¬ 
alition had collapsed and 
called for a speedy elec¬ 
tion. 

“Let’s go immediately to 
the Parliament and verify 
that there is no longer a 
majority, as was evident in 
the vote on the TAV, and 
quickly return the word to 
voters,” Salvini said. 

If the government should 



Italian deputy Premier and Interior Minister Matteo Salvini talks to journalists after meeitng with 
Entrepreneurs and Labor Unions representatives at the Viminale, the Interior Ministry building, in 
Rome, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2019. 


lose a confidence vote, 
that could set the stage for 
a new election. 

In remarks to journalists late 
Thursday, Conte chastized 
Salvini for urging lawmakers 
to interrupt their vacations 
for a speedy confidence 
vote. “It is not for the inte¬ 
rior minister to decide the 
timing of a political crisis 
in which other institutional 
actors are involved,” the 
premier said. “I already 
clarified with Salvini during 
our meetings that this crisis 
that he triggered will be the 
moist transparent crisis in 
the history of the republic,” 
Conte said. 

In the event of a vote of 
no-confidence, it would 
be up to Italy’s president 
to call a new election if he 
found no way of salvag¬ 
ing the government. Both 
the League and the 5-Star 


Movement have said they 
don’t want to see a gov¬ 
ernment formed of non¬ 
political technocrats. 

The timing of any election is 
critical, as Italy must submit 
a budget in the fall — and 
needs a working major¬ 
ity to work out terms. The 
EU’s third-largest economy 
barely dodged an EU bud¬ 
get disciplinary process 
over its rising debt levels this 
year. 

The 5-Star leader, Luigi Di 
Maio, responded to Sal- 
vini's statement by saying 
his populist party was ready 
to go to a new election. But 
while Salvini wants immedi¬ 
ate vote, Di Maio sought to 
postpone it until after par¬ 
liament gave its final ap¬ 
proval to a reform reduc¬ 
ing the number of lawmak¬ 
ers, a vote that had been 
scheduled for early Sep- 


Associated Press 

tember. 

Earlier Thursday, the right- 
wing League issued a 
statement complaining of 
deadlock with the 5-Star 
Movement on a variety of 
issues, saying “it is useless 
to go on” adding that “the 
only alternative to this gov¬ 
ernment” is for a new elec¬ 
tion. 

The high-speed train vote 
laid bare the deep divi¬ 
sions in the Italy’s 14-month- 
old government, with the 
5-Stars opposing the rail link 
as costly and unnecessary 
and the League support¬ 
ing it as necessary for the 
economy and its core base 
of northern entrepreneurs. 
After the vote, Salvini told 
supporters in the coastal 
town of Sabaudia “that 
something broke in the last 
months” in the governing 
coalition. 


Besides the high-speed 
rail-link, the League listed 
other areas of contention 
between the two parties, 
including fiscal policies, en¬ 
ergy, justice reform, region¬ 
al autonomy and relations 
with Europe. 

In his comments Wednes¬ 
day, Salvini noted that the 
5-Star's pet electoral prom¬ 
ise, basic income, which 
the government passed, 
was a handout that did not 
create jobs. 

Salvini is coming off anoth¬ 
er victory this week with the 
passage of a new security 
law that fines humanitarian 
rescue ships up to 1 million 
euros ($1.1 million) if they 
enter Italian waters with 
migrants. Preventing such 
ships from docking has 
been Salvini's hallmark as 
interior minister. 

After approving a basic 
minimum income and re¬ 
versing an unpopular pen¬ 
sion reform, the govern¬ 
ment bogged down dur¬ 
ing the European election 
campaign and never ap¬ 
peared to regain its foot¬ 
ing. 

Salvini's anti-migrant, anti- 
NGO stance is credited 
with the League’s surge 
in popularity. After claim¬ 
ing just 17% of the vote in 
last year’s national elec¬ 
tion, the league won 34% 
in European elections this 
spring. Surveys put support 
for the party now at 38%. 
The 5-Star Movement's for¬ 
tunes have sunk converse¬ 
ly, from nearly 33% of the 
vote in the national elec¬ 
tions, giving it more seats 
in parliament than its part¬ 
ners, to just 17% in the Euro¬ 
pean elections. Its support 
hovers at 17% currently. □ 



Britain's Prime Minister Boris Johnson, ahead of official talks with 
Estonian Prime Minister Juri Ratas, inside 10 Downing Street, 
London, Tuesday Aug. 6, 2019. 

Associated Press 


UK plans fast-track visa to attract 
scientists after Brexit 


Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — British Prime Minister Boris Johnson says he plans to introduce a new 
fast-track visa to attract more of the world’s best scientists to the U.K. 

Johnson said Thursday he wanted to “ensure our immigration system attracts the very 
best minds from around the world.” 

Few details were announced. Johnson said the government would work with the scien¬ 
tific community on the new visa, “with a view to launching it later this year.” 

Britain is facing its biggest immigration shakeup in decades after it leaves the EU, cur¬ 
rently scheduled to happen on Oct. 31. 

After Brexit, EU citizens will lose the automatic right to live and work in the U.K., and Brit¬ 
ons to settle in the bloc’s 27 remaining nations. 

That has sparked fears Britain may face shortages in key job areas.Q 
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Kyrgyzstan’s ex-president arrested after violent clashes 



Supporters of former president Almazbek Atambayev throw rocks as they fight with riot police 
near Atambayev’s residence in the village of Koi-Tash, about 20 kilometers (12 miles) south of the 
capital, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019. 


By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Police in 
Kyrgyzstan detained the 
Central Asian nation’s ex¬ 
president Thursday follow¬ 
ing violent clashes with his 
supporters, a day after a 
previous attempt to arrest 
him left one policeman 
dead and nearly 80 people 
injured. 

The violence has raised the 
threat of a new round of 
turmoil in the ex-Soviet na¬ 
tion, which borders China 
and hosts a Russian military 
air base. Kyrgyzstan’s first 
two presidents after inde¬ 
pendence were both driv¬ 
en from office by riots. 
Almazbek Atambayev, 
who was in office from 2011 
to 2017, accused his suc¬ 
cessor and protege, current 
President Sooronbai Jeen- 
bekov, of fabricating false 
criminal charges against 
him to stifle criticism. He 
urged his supporters to ral¬ 
ly Thursday in the capital, 
Bishkek, to demand Jeen- 
bekov’s resignation. 

The first attempt by police 


to arrest Atambayev at his 
residence outside the capi¬ 
tal failed late Wednesday 
after his supporters rushed 
to his defense and clashed 
with police. A police officer 
later died of his injuries at 
a hospital and 79 people 


were injured, according to 
official statements. 
Atambayev’s supporters 
took six policemen as hos¬ 
tages, but released them 
Thursday. 

Police returned in bigger 
numbers Thursday and 


Associated Press 

used water cannons and 
stun grenades to over¬ 
whelm Atambayev’s sup¬ 
porters and arrest him. At¬ 
ambayev was driven to the 
headquarters of the State 
National Security Commit¬ 
tee in the capital. 


About 1,000 Atambayev 
supporters later arrived in 
Bishkek and tried to rally 
outside the presidential of¬ 
fice, but police quickly dis¬ 
persed them with tear gas 
and stun grenades. Police 
also tightened controls 
on the city's fringes and 
clashed with other pro-At- 
ambayev supporters who 
were trying to drive into the 
capital. 

Shopping malls and oth¬ 
er businesses shut down 
Thursday, reflecting fears 
of widespread looting that 
accompanied earlier vio¬ 
lence. 

Atambayev dismissed a 
slew of charges, includ¬ 
ing corruption and the ex¬ 
propriation of property, 
as “absurd." He said he 
fired several shots when 
police came to arrest him 
Wednesday, adding that 
he “tried not to hit people.” 
Addressing an emergency 
parliament session called 
to discuss the crisis, Jeen- 
bekov said Atambayev 
should face charges for fir¬ 
ing at police.Q 


Poland’s parliament speaker resigns over use of govt flights 


By VANESSA GERA 
Associated Press 
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 

The speaker of the Polish 
parliament said Thursday 
that he is resigning after a 
scandal erupted over his 
and his family’s frequent 
use of government planes. 
The affair was threatening 
to damage the reputation 
of the right-wing ruling par¬ 
ty, Law and Justice, ahead 
of parliamentary elections 
in October. 

Speaker Marek Kuchcinski 
said his resignation would 


take effect on Friday. He 
made the announcement 
at the party's headquar¬ 
ters alongside party leader 
Jaroslaw Kaczynski. 
Kuchcinski insisted that he 
had done nothing wrong 
and had simply flown a 
lot in order to meet the 
residents of small towns far 
from the capital. 

But he said that “because 
public opinion evaluates 
my conduct in a negative 
way, I decided that I could 
no longer fulfil this func¬ 
tion." 


Polish politics have for days 
been consumed by the af¬ 
fair that has been dubbed 
“Air Kuchcinski." The speak¬ 
er was revealed to have 
flown often by govern¬ 
ment jet from Warsaw to 
his home city of Rzeszow, 
some 280 kilometers (175 
miles) to the south. In one 
case, his wife was report¬ 
edly the sole passenger of 
a flight. 

During Thursday’s news 
conference, Kaczynski said 
the speaker had not bro¬ 
ken the law, but that his 



Jaroslaw Kaczynski, the head of Poland's ruling party, speaks at 
a news conference where the speaker of the parliament resigns 
in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday Aug. 8, 2019. 

Associated Press 

party was keen to respond that it sticks to high ethical 
to public anger and show standards. Q 
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Turkey says deal with US for safe zone in Syria a good start 
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try said the two sides had 
agreed that the safe zone 
would become a “corridor 
of peace” and that mea¬ 
sures would be taken to en¬ 
sure the return of refugees 
to Syria. It offered few other 
details. Turkey has been 
pressing to control — in co¬ 
ordination with the U.S. — a 
19-25 mile (30-40 kilome¬ 
ter) deep zone within Syria, 
east of the Euphrates River, 
and wants no Syrian Kurd¬ 
ish forces there. 

Kamal Akef, spokesman 
for the Kurdish-led adminis¬ 
tration’s foreign affairs de¬ 
partment, said talks were 
continuing but the Kurdish 
proposal is for an area 3 to 
5 kilometers (2 to 3 miles) 
deep, overseen by the U.S.- 
led coalition with possible 
Turkish participation. 

U.N. spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric said Thursday the 
world body was aware of 
the discussions between 
the U.S. and Turkey. 
“Humanitarian actors are 
increasingly concerned by 
statements suggesting pos¬ 
sible military intervention, 
which would have severe 
humanitarian consequenc¬ 
es in an area which has 
already witnessed years 
of military activity, dis¬ 
placement, droughts and 
floods,” he added.Q 


Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, reviews an honour guard prior to a welcome ceremony 
for Ukraine's President Vladimir Zelenskiy, at the Presidential Palace in Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, 
Aug. 7, 2019. 


By SUZAN FRASER 
ALBERT AJI 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 

Turkey said Thursday the 
deal it has reached with 
Washington to set up a so- 
called safe zone in north¬ 
eastern Syria is a good start 
but warned against delays 
in implementation. 

Turkish Foreign Minister Mev- 
lut Cavusoglu's comments 
came a day after the U.S. 
and Turkey announced 
they agreed to form a joint 
operations center to set up 
the safe zone. 

The announcement pro¬ 
vided few details, but Turk¬ 
ish officials said the center 
would be set up in Turkey 
as soon as possible. 

Syria’s government, mean¬ 
while, described the 
agreement as a serious 
escalation that violates its 
sovereignty. It said it was 
part of Turkey’s “expan¬ 
sionist ambitions” in Syria, 
aided by Washington and 
its Syrian allies, the Kurdish- 
led forces. 

The announcement of the 
new deal may have avert¬ 
ed — for now — a Turkish 
incursion into that part of 


Syria. 

Ankara seeks to push U.S.- 
allied Syrian Kurdish fighters 
out of the region as it con¬ 
siders them terrorists allied 
with a Kurdish insurgency 
inside Turkey. 

The Syrian Kurdish fight¬ 
ers were the main fighting 
force on the ground against 


Islamic State militants in the 
area, and Washington has 
been hard pressed to pro¬ 
tect its partners. 

“We can define yester¬ 
day's agreement as a very 
good start,” Cavusoglu 
told reporters. 

But Cavusoglu added that 
his government will not let 
the implementation of this 
agreement stall like a pre¬ 
vious deal with Washington 
reached last year. 


Associated Press 

“We won't allow this effort 
to turn into a new Man- 
bij roadmap, to be a new 
delaying-tactic,” he said. 
That deal had set a timeta¬ 
ble for the Kurdish fighters’ 
withdrawal from the town 
of Manbij, which lies on the 
western banks of the Eu¬ 
phrates River. 

Turkey says the U.S. never 
kept to the promise regard¬ 
ing the fighters' withdrawal. 
Turkey's Defense Minis¬ 
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Egypt says security forces killed 17 
Islamic militants 


stormed their hideout in 
the town of Atsa in Fay- 
oum province, about 80 
kilometers (50 miles) south¬ 
west of Cairo. 

It said another seven were 
killed in the Cairo suburb 
of Shortouk. The remaining 
two, including a brother 
of the suspected militant 
who was driving the car, 
were also killed in Cairo, 
the ministry said. It said 
police arrested another 
suspect. The statement 
said the militants were 
members of Hasm, which 
has links to the outlawed 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

The ministry released a se¬ 
ries of images and video 
purportedly depicting 
some of the militants and 
assault rifles found in their 
hideouts. □ 


Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Security 
forces killed at least 17 sus¬ 
pected militants in raids 
in Cairo and in another 
province, Egypt officials 
said Thursday, four days 
after a car filled with ex¬ 
plosives wrecked outside 


the county’s main cancer 
hospital, killing at least 20 
people in the ensuing ex¬ 
plosion. 

The Interior Ministry, which 
oversees the police, said 
in a statement that eight 
of the militants were killed 
when security forces 


People survey the aftermath of a fiery car crash outside the 
National Cancer Institute in Cairo, Egypt, Monday, Aug. 5, 
2019. 

Associated Press 
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Japan OKs 1st export to South Korea under new trade curbs 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Japan said 
Thursday it has granted 
its first permit for a South 
Korea-bound shipment 
of chemicals to produce 
high-tech materials under 
Tokyo's new export require¬ 
ment that has increased 
tensions with Seoul. 

Trade Minister Hiroshige 
Seko made a rare an¬ 
nouncement of the ap¬ 
proval, saying that officials 
determined that the trans¬ 
action raised no security 
concerns. The move is ap¬ 
parently meant to calm 
South Korean anger over 
Tokyo’s export curbs and 
show there is no trade ban 
in place. 

Japan imposed stricter 
controls on three key ma¬ 
terials — fluorinated poly- 
imides, photo resists and 
hydrogen fluoride — that 
are used mainly by South 
Korea's semiconductor in¬ 
dustry as of July 4. The rules 
also downgrade South Ko¬ 
rea's trade status begin¬ 
ning later this month. 
Japanese chemical manu¬ 
facturers have expressed 
concerns that case-by¬ 




Protesters with “No Abe!” signs chat slogans during a rally outside Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe’s residence in Tokyo Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019. 

Associated Press 


case inspections may pro¬ 
long the approval process 
and hold up production for 
their customers. 

The first approval came af¬ 
ter about a month, faster 
than the standard 90 days. 
“The permit merely demon¬ 
strates that export licensing 
by the Japanese govern¬ 


6.0 quake causes minor damage 
in northeastern Taiwan 


In this image made from video, policemen set up police 
tape over a road where rocks fell after an earthquake in 
Yilan, northeastern Taiwan, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — A 

magnitude 6.0 earth¬ 
quake caused minor 
damage in northeastern 
Taiwan early on Thursday 
morning as the island 
braced for the arrival of a 
severe typhoon. 

Taiwan’s earthquake 
monitoring bureau said 
the quake struck 5:28 
a.m. Thursday in the Pa¬ 
cific Ocean about 36 ki¬ 
lometers (22 miles) south¬ 
east of the city of Yilan. 
The epicenter was about 
22.5 kilometers (14 miles) 


beneath sea level. 
Television reports showed 
goods knocked off gro¬ 
cery store shelves and 
slight structural dam¬ 
age to buildings and the 
quake was felt mildly in 
the capital Taipei, also in 
the island’s north. 

No injuries or deaths have 
been reported. 

Taiwan is on a string of Pa¬ 
cific seismic faults known 
as the “Rim of Fire” and 
is frequently rocked by 
tremors, including a 1999 
quake that killed more 
than 2,300 peopleO 


ment is not arbitrary, and is 
granted to any legitimate 
transactions that pass strict 
inspections,” Seko told re¬ 
porters. “The step we took 
recently is not an export 
ban.” “Our government 
has planned for a worst- 
case situation since Japan 
converted its export ap¬ 
provals of the three ma¬ 


terials to a case-by-case 
basis and has been prepar¬ 
ing and announcing both 
short-term and long-term 
measures," he said. 

“Of course, Japan may not 
proceed with export re¬ 
strictions and there might 
not be any actual dam¬ 
age caused (to South Ko¬ 
rean companies). But what 


hasn’t changed is that un¬ 
certainty is still alive.” 

Late Thursday, more than 
100 people gathered out¬ 
side the Japanese prime 
minister’s residence in To¬ 
kyo to urge the govern¬ 
ment to reverse the down¬ 
grading of South Korea's 
trade status and to apolo¬ 
gize for wartime atrocities 
in an effort fix rapidly sour¬ 
ing relations. 

Holding up signs that said 
“No Abe,” the protesters, 
which included Christian 
groups and pacifists, said 
they feared for regional 
peace and stressed Japan 
has failed to fully apologize 
and compensate victims 
for its 1910-1945 colonial- 
ization of the Korean Pen¬ 
insula. The Japanese gov¬ 
ernment position is that all 
compensation issues are 
settled. 

Nahoko Hishiyama, one 
of the protesters, said the 
hostility between the gov¬ 
ernments is in contrast to 
the healthy exchanges be¬ 
tween their people, with 
many Japanese enjoying 
Korean pop music and cos¬ 
metics. 

“We must truly repent our 
past,” she said.Q 
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Puerto Rico, with 3 governors in a week, considers a 4 



Justice Secretary Wanda Vazquez is sworn in as governor of Puerto Rico by Supreme Court Justice 
Matte Oronoz, in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2019. 


By DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— A day after Puerto Rico 
got its third governor in 
less than a week following 
angry street protests, top 
officials from new leader 
Wanda Vazquez’s own 
party were talking openly 
Thursday about their desire 
to see a fourth take over 
the position. 

Senate President Thomas 
Rivera Schatz, who played 
a key role in the success¬ 
ful court challenge to the 
swearing-in of Pedro Pier- 
luisi after Gov. Ricardo 
Rossello resigned, publicly 
backed Resident Commis¬ 
sioner Jenniffer Gonzalez 

— Puerto Rico’s represen¬ 
tative to the U.S. Congress 

— to become governor. 
Party allies appeared to fall 
in line. 

“The leadership ... basically 
agrees that Jenniffer should 
be the governor," said Jose 
Melendez of the New Pro¬ 
gressive Party. “It is a mat¬ 
ter that must be treated bit 
by bit because we do not 
know what is in the mind of 
Wanda Vazquez.” 

But “Jenniffer is the con¬ 
sensus person,” he add¬ 
ed. “This should happen 
quickly, but it depends on 
what the governor says. 
... The key to breaking the 
bottleneck lies with Wanda 
Vazquez." 


For Gonzalez to become 
governor, she would have 
to be nominated as secre¬ 
tary of state and confirmed. 
Then Vazquez would have 
to resign, though the new 
governor said she did not 
intend to step down de¬ 
spite previous comments 
that she didn’t want the 
job. 

Rivera Schatz held a closed- 
door meeting with senators, 
legislators and Gonzalez on 
Thursday morning. 

“We truly don't know 
what's going to happen,” 
said Mayor Francisco 


Lopez of the central moun¬ 
tain town of Barranquitas, 
who expressed support for 
Gonzalez. 

“We will discuss pros and 
cons," said Rep. Maria de 
Lourdes Ramos, who said 
she does not necessar¬ 
ily share the Senate presi¬ 
dent's views on Gonzalez. 
“Right now what’s best for 
us is unity.” 

Even after a Supreme Court 
ruling Wednesday that Pier- 
luisi had been placed in 
office unconstitutionally, 
resulting in Vazquez swear¬ 
ing in as governor the same 


Associated Press 

evening, people on the 
economically struggling 
territory of 3.2 million were 
already bracing for more 
turmoil. 

The political establishment 
was knocked off balance 
by huge street protests 
spawned by anger over 
corruption, mismanage¬ 
ment of funds and a leaked 
obscenity-laced chat in 
which Rossello and sev¬ 
eral top aides disparaged 
women, gay people and 
victims of Flurricane Maria, 
among others. 

On July 10, Rossello's for¬ 


th 

mer education secretary, 
former Health Insurance 
Administration chief and 
three others were arrest¬ 
ed on charges of steering 
federal money to unquali¬ 
fied, politically connected 
contractors. Islanders are 
also angry over the territo¬ 
ry's protracted economic 
woes and slow recovery 
from 2017’s devastating 
Hurricane Maria. 

Vasquez sought to calm 
the anger in a televised 
statement late Wednes¬ 
day, saying she shares the 
pain of recent weeks and 
vowing to bring unity and 
stability. 

“We have all felt the anxi¬ 
ety provoked by the in¬ 
stability and uncertainty,” 
Vazquez said. “Faced with 
this enormous challenge 
and with God ahead, I 
take a step forward with no 
interest other than serving 
the people as I have done 
my whole life." 

Vazquez, 59, has worked in 
government for more than 
30 years and is the second 
woman to be governor. 
She would serve out the re¬ 
mainder of Rossello’s term 
until elections in November 
2020 — unless she doesn’t. 
At least some involved in 
the anti-Rossello protests 
are calling for her ouster, 
too, seeing her as a con¬ 
tinuation of the previous 
administration. □ 


Rights group warns of new ‘war’ in Colombia’s border zone 



In this May 11, 2000 file photo, anti-narcotics police stand 
in a coca field near La Gabarra, in the Catatumbo region of 
Colombia. 


By MANUEL RUEDA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 

Illegal armed groups have 
forced some 40,000 people 
to flee their homes as they 
fight for control of drug traf¬ 
ficking routes in Colombia’s 
Catatumbo region bor¬ 
dering Venezuela, Human 
Rights Watch said Thursday. 
The international watch¬ 
dog published a 64-page 
report on abuses com¬ 
mitted against civilians by 
armed groups in the moun¬ 
tainous area. The situa¬ 
tion reflects the significant 
security challenges that 
Colombia faces after the 
government signed a 2016 
peace deal with the FARC 
guerrilla group, leaving a 
void that has been filled by 
smaller armed groups that 


have moved into Catatum¬ 
bo and other remote areas 
unleashing a new wave of 
drug-fueled violence. 

In the report called “The 
Warin Catatumbo,” Human 
Rights Watch says three 
armed groups are fighting 
over drug routes and coca 
plantations abandoned by 
FARC rebels in the region, 
including the Popular Lib¬ 
eration Army, the Nation¬ 
al Liberation Army and a 
small group of former FARC 
fighters. 

These armed groups have 
expelled thousands of 
rural dwellers from their 
homes, murdered com¬ 
munity leaders and forcibly 
recruited children into their 
ranks, according to the re¬ 
port, which also includes in¬ 
terviews with children who 


have been forced to work 
harvesting coca leaves, 
the raw material for co¬ 
caine. 

“The 2016 peace accord 
between the Colombian 
government and the Rev¬ 
olutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia presented a 
landmark opportunity to 
halt the serious abuses and 
atrocities associated with a 
decades-long armed con¬ 
flict,” the report says. “Yet in 
practice, the government 
does not exercise effective 
control over all territory in 
particular areas reclaimed 
from the FARC." 
Catatumbo is about the 
size of Rhode Island. It bor¬ 
ders Venezuela and in 2017 
it produced about 15 per¬ 
cent of Colombia’s coca 
crop, according to U.N. 


figures. The mountainous 
region has been used by 
drug traffickers as a stag¬ 
ing point for exporting co¬ 
caine. 

Human Rights Watch ac- 


Associated Press 

cused Colombia's govern¬ 
ment of “not meeting its 
obligations" to protect ci¬ 
vilians in the area, which in¬ 
clude an estimated 25,000 
Venezuelan migrantsO 
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Loyalty is Recognized at 
Costa Linda Beach Resort 

EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Ms. Marouska Heyliger had 
the great pleasure to honor Loyal and friendly visitors 
of Aruba as Goodwill Ambassadors and Distinguished 
Visitors at their home away from home. The symbolic 
honorary title is presented on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, as a token of appreciation to the guests who visit 
Aruba between 10-20-35 and more consecutive years. 

The honorees were: 

David & Mary Weaver residents of New Jersey 

John & Elaine Me Gowan residents of New Jersey 

Robert Paronish resident of Pennsylvania 

Cassandra Paronish resident of Pennsylvania 

William & Debra Paronish resident of Pennsylvania 

Danielle Mullahy resident of New York 

Daniel & Nancy Mullahy residents of New York 

Ronnie & Lauren Duffer residents of Texas 

Susana Calero Pulido resident of Bogota Colombia 

Eduardo Calera & Claudia Angelica Pulido residents of 

Bogota Colombia 

Lawrence & Joanne Gaydos residents of Arlington Texas 

The warm inviting sun, the gracious treatment from 
everyone, the absolute feeling of safety everywhere/ 
anytime and the unending selection of Restaurants are 
just a few reasons why these lovely people call Aruba 
their home. 


Marouska Heyliger together with members of the Costa 
Linda Beach Resort thanked them for choosing Aruba as 
their vacation destination and as their home away from 
home for so many years.Q 





Left to right: 

Swienda Hengeveld, Reservations Manager, Robert Koolman, Financial Comptroller, Luigi 
Heredia, Resort Manager, Brigitte Werleman, Accounting Manager, Ena Cornells, Housekeeping 
Manager, Miriam Rodriguz, Members Manager, Gloria, Assistant Members Manager, Berto 
Winklaar, Chief Security. 


Igsmithsxom 



As the centerpiece of Aruba's thriving downtown district, LG- Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse experience r elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything'' mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 



The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor. 
Located in Oranjestad r next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 
Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.6195, 
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Conservation of the Mangrove Ecosystem 


ORANJESTAD- Mangroves are rare, spec¬ 
tacular and prolific ecosystems on the 
boundary between land and sea. These 
extra ordinary ecosystems contribute to 
the wellbeing, food security, and protec¬ 
tion of coastal communities worldwide. 
UNESCO aims to raise awareness of the 
importance of mangrove ecosystems as 
“a unique, special and vulnerable ecosys¬ 
tem" and to promote solutions for their sus¬ 
tainable management, conservation and 
uses. The most popular mangrove sites 
in Aruba would definitely be considered 
SPAANS LAGOEN & MANGEL HALTO in Pos 
Chikito. 

Mangroves support a rich biodiversity and 
provide a valuable nursery habitat for fish 
and crustaceans. Mangroves also act as 
a form of natural coastal defense against 
storm surges, tsunamis, rising sea levels 
and erosion. Their soils are highly effective 
carbon sinks, sequestering vast amounts of 
carbon. 

Yet mangroves are disappearing three to 
five times faster than overall global forest 
losses, with serious ecological and socio¬ 
economic impacts. Current estimates indi¬ 
cate that mangrove coverage has been 
divided by two in the past 40 years. 
UNESCO is engaged deeply in support¬ 


ing the conservation of mangroves, while 
advancing the sustainable development 
of their local communities. The inclu¬ 
sion of mangroves in Biosphere Reserves, 
World Heritage sites and UNESCO Global 
Geoparks contributes to improving the 
knowledge, management and conserva¬ 
tion of mangrove ecosystems throughout 
the world. 

Uses of mangroves 

Mangroves have been highly managed 
ecosystems since the dawn of time. Until 
the advent of synthetic lines the roots of 
the red mangrove (Rhizophora sp) were 
routinely used to strengthen natural fiber 
lines used in fishing. Traditionally they were 
used much more intensively than today 
for example in boat building and basket 
weaving as well as to produce charcoal. 

Born survivors 

In fact looking beyond the mud and the 
mosquitoes mangroves are fascinating 
ecosystems. They form dense, often im¬ 
penetrable forests, choked with tangled 
prop roots and bathed in mud. Man¬ 
groves have evolved the amazing ability 
to thrive under extremely harsh conditions. 
Not only can they tolerate high levels of 
salt but they are also able to cope with 


Travel Tips 



1 P When checking in, you will always need your valid pas sport, along with your tlcketp 
e’ticket receipt or e-ticket confirmation. For some countries a Visa is also required. 

2. For all US -boil nd depa rtu res, check- In th ree hours before you r sc h ed ul ed departure 
time. 

3 . For all US-bound flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the 
left side of building; follow the signs and head towards local immigrations* main 
security screening* shopping area and the departure gates. Aruba Airport provides 
full US Pre-Clearance service, 

4. For all Non US departures* check-In may vary between airlines and destinations; 
always consult your airline for more Information. Being at the airport 3 hours before 
your departure flight is always safe. 

5. For all Non US flights, after check in, leave building through the exit on the right 
side of building; follow the signs and head towards Local immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates, 

6. If traveling with a carry-on* there are restrictions on liquids, gels and aerosols you 
can carry in your carry-on luggage. Always check with your airline on limitations, 

7. Always check the weight IImif of your baggage; excess weight may result fn penalty 
fees. 

B. Always label your bag s and su i tea ses with your na me, ad dress and ph one n umber. 

9. Always leave alI carry-on items unlocked while pass!ng through screen!ng points to 
not cause delays if these need to be inspected. 

10. Avoid wearing big belt buckles, clothing with metal buttons, lots of jewelry etc. 
when traveling. If you have these on, remove all metal items and place these in a 
tray for screening* It is advisable to put all metal items In your carry-on luggage 
until you clear security,This will help speed up the process, 

11. Rem ove shoes at c heckpoint an d pi ace In tray fo r x-ray mac bl ue screeni ng, 

12. All electronic items should he placed in tray outside their case for x-ray screening. 

13. Avoid packing foods and beverages in your check-ln baggage. When traveling to 
the US, you have to comply with the rules and regulations of the U.£. Department of 
Agriculture. More Information htt ps://www.usda.gov/. 

14. If traveling with medication, please pack these in your carry-on luggage in their 
original packaging. 

15. If you medical documentation, present this to the security checkpoint screener to 
inform them. The documentation is not required and will not exempt you from the 
screening process* 

IB. Take note of inadmissible items such as sharp objects, sporting goods*, guns and 
firearms, martial arts and self-defense items, tools, explosive materials, flammable 
items, disabling chemicals and other items when traveling. More information 
available on www.airportaruba.com. 


k ero puerto Internacional 

Reina Beatrix 




more or less constantly waterlogged soil. Needless to 
say there are not many of them, only 40 species have 
been recorded worldwide. Red mangroves (Rhizophera 
sp) survive by breathing through lenticels (pores) in their 
prop roots whilst black mangroves (Avecennia sp) send 
up a field of pneumatophores (aerial roots) around the 
trunk of the tree through which they breath. All species 
of mangrove extrude salt through their leaves, which is 
why the leaves glisten in sunlight. Living as they do, at 
the interface between land and water, mangroves pro¬ 
vide a valuable service in protecting land from the buf¬ 
feting power of the sea. 

Refugia 

In addition to resident plants and animals like killifish, 
tarpon (Megalops atlanticus), snook (Centropomus un- 
decimalis), and mangrove snapper (Lutjanus griseus), 
mangroves provide a safe haven for nearly every kind 
of reef fish and many invertebrates at some time dur¬ 
ing their life. Snorkelling throughmangrove is like visiting 
the reef in miniature. The young of cardinalfish (Apogo- 
nidae) snapper (Lutjanidae), grouper (Serranidae), 
wrasse (Labridae), pufferfish (Tetradontidae), boxfish 
(Ostraciidae), butterflyfish (Chaetodontidae), damsel¬ 
fish (Pomacentridae), scorpionfish (Scorpaenidae) and 
grunts (Haemulidae) all can be found milling around 
mangroves, darting in and out of their rootsy home. 
Some species such as the commercially important spin- 
ey lobster (Panulirus sp) use the mangrove to as spawn¬ 
ing grounds. In all between 60 and 80 different species 
of fish can routinely be found in mangroves. 

Prop roots 

Mangrove prop roots form veritable oases of life. The 
roots themselves are smothered in encrusting life in¬ 
cluding mangrove oysters and barnacles, mussels and 
anemones, sponges, tunicates, stinging hydroids and 
worms. 

Crabs are a ubiquitous feature of mangrove ecosys¬ 
tems. Grapsid crabs live underwater emerging at low 
water to feast on the mangrove forest floor. They are 
herbivores gobbling up detritus, leaves and seedlings. 
Fiddler crabs also forage on the mud but they are de¬ 
posit feeders scooping up sediment and sifting through 
it for edible particles. The males have a huge, bright¬ 
ly coloured claw which is useless for feeding but vital 
when defending a territory or attracting a mate. 

Importance of Mangroves: 

- Mangroves provide an important breeding site for 
many species of migratory and non-migratory bird spe¬ 
cies 

- Mangroves support a large range of wintering and for¬ 
aging wetland birds 

- Mangroves are an important nursery site for many 
aquatic species such as fish and crustaceans (i.e. crabs, 
shrimp, lobster) 

- Mangroves provide harvestable products such as 
food, including fish and crustaceans 

- Mangroves provide regulating functions such as car¬ 
bon sequestration and water management: mangroves 
capture and store different forms of carbon responsible 
for climate change and slow the passage of water, col¬ 
lecting silt running off the land towards the sea 

- Mangroves protect our coasts from erosion by waves 
and wind 






ffDAY 


LOCAL I A15 


FRIDAY 9 AUGUST 2019 



JULY 1 TO AUGUST 31 


Open daily \ Oam 1 to 4am i, j£ Irausquin Blvd #47 . 
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CASINO AND SHOPS 


Win your share of $20,000 in points! 

20 WINNERS EACH DAY 
You can win up to $100 in Points! 

Swipe and play free once daily. Earn 100 Slot Points or 
8 Table Credits and play again - up to 5X each day 

See PApyms r Ckfc br full tub?*, Fomti -Corf be dpn-vrvW to Free Sbt Piny, 


We're giving away 
$50 free Slot Play to 

lucky slot and table game 
players every 30 minutes 
from 7pm to midnight! 


Offering c wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Solon & Spo Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


Ling & Sons: 

Grand Opening 
Cosmetics Shop 

ORANJESTAD — Super Center Ling & Sons has a huge 
make-over going on that is in its final phase. The success¬ 
ful supermarket has a solid position on the island and a 
trustworthy image that makes customers feel like they are 
shopping at home. This Saturday between 5 to 7 PM you 
are invited to celebrate the Grand Opening of their NEW 
Cosmetics Shop. Don’t miss out on this opportunity! 

The celebration will also launch the Beauty Week running 
from August 10th to August 17th. Make-up and beauty 
stand central during this week and Saturday you can 
already enjoy various specials, free gifts with your pur¬ 
chase, demo's and make-overs by professional make-up 
artists. There is also a beauty bar where clients can learn 
more about make-up. The renowned brands like L’Oreal, 
Maybelline, Revlon, Max Factor, Cover Girl, Nivea, Biore, 
Clean & Clear and Neutrogena are available but there is 
much more to discover. Come on over to explore the first 
ready-renovated department of the number 1 supermar¬ 
ket on the islandO 


Ling and Sons IGA Super Center 
Schotlandstraat #41, Oranjestad 
Tel: +(297) 521-2370 
Facebook Instagram 
https://www.lingandsons.com/ 



A WEEK FU 


GRAND OPENING 




10 AUGUST to 
17 AUGUST 


BEAUTY & MAKE UP DEMO'S 

CHEAT OTERS4 THE REST COSMETICS RELICTION IN APDRA 

GIVEAWAYS AND PRESENTATIONS AVAILABLE IN STORE! 


START Of OUR BEAUTY WEEK ! 


Mark Your Calendar 

Every Tuesday: 20 % discount fruits and veggies 
Every Wednesday: 3 % discount for seniors 
Every Thursday: 20 % discount on meat 
Every Friday: Start of the Weekly Specials 

September 26: Food Show at the Marriott & Stellaris Casino Resort Aruba 
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Workshops to Think Positive 



ORANJESTAD — Brahma Kumaris are a 
spiritual movement residing in St. Cruz and 
last year they opened another location in 
Oranjestad. Tomorrow they will start a se¬ 
ries of five workshops on Positive thinking. 
You are most welcome to join one, a cou¬ 
ple or all of the offered events, they are 
free of charge although donations for the 
movement are highly appreciated. 

The Brahma Kumaris are a Hindu spiritual 
movement that originated in Hyderabad, 
Sindh, during the 1930s. The Brahma Ku¬ 


maris movement was founded by Lekhraj 
Kripalani. The organization is affiliated with 
the United Nations and is known for the 
prominent role that women play in the 
movement. Aruba, Bonaire and Curagao 
(the ABC Islands) have their Brahma Ku¬ 
maris center. Although the islands are au¬ 
tonomous, a deeper and more profound 
connection unifies them as a single co¬ 
operative unit, making it possible to work 
together to achieve the common divine 
aim of the Brahma Kumaris. 

The aim is to encourage and inspire posi¬ 
tive change in the world through your per¬ 
sonal transformation, which is made possi¬ 
ble by the daily expression of the core uni¬ 
versal virtues of love, peace and wisdom. 

Where, When & Why 

The offered workshops are as follows: 

10 August: The Power of thoughts 
17 August: Who is to blame? 

24 August: A balanced Personality 
31 August: Consciousness 
7 September: Spiritual weapons 


SATURDAY AUGUST 10TH 


ROSE ALL DA 
PARTY ALL f 
NIGHT. I 

RENAISSANCE ISLAND 



Ticket Price: $40 per person 


Tickets include: 

* Admission to Event 

* Boat Ride to Renaissance Isl 

* Live Entertainment 

* $10 Wine Credit 

* Swag Bag 



Wines by Bottle 

• Relax Pink Rose $25 

• The Palm by Whispering Angel $35 

• Whispering Angel $45 

• Champagne Bollinger Rose $110 




For more information, please contact 
our navigator at 523.6115 or head to 
facebook.com/renaissancearuba/events. 
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Time Saturday workshop is 9-1 lam at the spiritual gym 
Aruba (fuchsia pink color) in the main street, located on 
the sandy parking area with a car wash next to Burger 
king. To join the workshops, please register by email or by 
phone or app. Email: oranjestad@aw.brahmakumaris. 
org. Cell: 5643106 (WhatsApp) Facebook: Brahma Ku¬ 
maris Aruba. a 


Dare To Be You 


EAGLE BEACH — WOW 
Aruba organization will be 
hosting for the first time the 
“Dare To Be” Conference. 
The main message of this 
Conference is to encour¬ 
age attendees to dare to 
be creative, dare to be in¬ 
spired, dare to be scared, 
dare to pursue that dream, 
dare to be unstoppable, 
dare to be empowered, 
dare to be vulnerable; a 
message that surely tran¬ 
scends gender and edu¬ 
cation. The “Dare To Be” 
Conference is about feel¬ 
ing empowered to action 
and positive change. 

With this conference, the la¬ 
dies of WOW Aruba would 
like to offer the Aruban 
Community, the oppor¬ 
tunity to attend an event 
where local and interna¬ 
tional speakers will present 
current topics related to 
personal and professional 
development. The organi¬ 
zation welcomes students, 
recent graduates, young 
professionals and anyone 
who would like to invest in 
themselves. This is an inspir¬ 
ing event at an accessible 
price. 

The program during that 
morning will be both infor¬ 
mative and interactive. 
As local speaker, expert 
in personal development 
Sharleen Tromp will bring 
forth how to be aware of 
your best qualities and us¬ 
ing these for your continu¬ 
ous development. 

Gabriela Mueller from Swit¬ 
zerland, will share insights 
on how small decisions can 
lead to big impacts in your 


life; her theory on “Impact 
and Action, 5 Seconds De¬ 
cisions" is the perfect tool 
to help you be more con¬ 
fident about any decision. 

Lastly, the ideology of 
“Ready, Set, Fly” devel¬ 
oped by Frances Rios from 
Puerto Rico will move you 
to action, developing your¬ 
self as a game changer 
ready, willing and able to 
take on any challenge. 

“Dare To Be” Conference 
will also have different 
panel discussions featuring 
local and international per¬ 
sonalities whom will share 
their daring moment and 
how this affected positive 
change in their personal 
and professional develop¬ 
ment. AHATA CEO and 
President, Tisa La Sorte, 
young professional leading 
a family legacy Urataka 
Center, Rigo Croeze; Ger- 
lien Croes, young politician 
and Policy Advisor at The 
Department of European 
and Dutch Relationships. 
Director of Mind+ and Cer¬ 
tified Psychologists Diana 
Salcedo; Marc Figaroa, 
Director of Aruba Ports 
Authority N.V., and inter¬ 
national Career Transition 
expert Daniel Botero will 
also be part of the panel. 
As moderators, tech entre¬ 
preneur Tristan Every and 
media professional Larissa 
Bermudez will ensure that 
content and pace is rel¬ 
evant and exciting. 

More information can be 
derived from WOW Aruba's 
Facebook page https:// 
www.facebook.com/ 
wowaruba/. Q 
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Simone Biles works on her floor 
exercise routine during prac¬ 
tice for the U.S. Gymnastics 
Championships Wednesday, 
Aug. 7, 2019, in Kansas City, 
Mo. 

Associated Press 

Biles on USA 
Gymnastics' 
failures: 

'You couldn't 
protect us' 

By WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) 

— The mix of rage, disap¬ 
pointment and grief are 
still there. Just under the 
surface. And while Simone 
Biles tries to stay focused 
on the healing process 
more than 18 months after 
the Olympic gymnastics 
champion revealed she 
was among the hundreds 
of athletes abused by dis¬ 
graced sports doctor Larry 
Nassar, there are times 
when the massive systemic 
breakdown that allowed 
Nassar's behavior to run 
unchecked for years be¬ 
comes too much. 

"It hits you like a train 
wreck," Biles said Wednes¬ 
day as she prepared for 
the U.S. championships. 
One that leaves the great¬ 
est gymnast of her genera¬ 
tion and the face of the 
U.S. Olympic movement 
ahead of the 2020 Games 
in a difficult spot. 

She still loves competing, 
pushing herself and the 
boundaries of her sport in 
the process. 

Continued on Page 23 
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Merritt ties course record for lead at Northern Trust 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

JERSEY CITY, N.J. (AP) — 

Troy Merritt isn’t obsessed 
with his position in the FedEx 
Cup and what he needs to 
advance in the PGA Tour's 
postseason. He figures the 
best solution is good golf, 
and he delivered his best 
round of the year Thursday 
in The Northern Trust. 

Merritt began with a 10- 
foot par save, followed 
with a pair of 20-foot birdie 
putts and took advantage 
of calm, rain-softened Lib¬ 
erty National by tying the 
course record with a 9-un- 
der 62 for a one-shot lead 
over Dustin Johnson. 

It wasn't a career low — 
Merritt twice has shot 61 on 
the PGA Tour — but it might 
have been his best round 
hardly anyone saw. 

The storm was so fierce on 
the eve of the FedEx Cup 
playoffs opener that the 
public was not allowed in 
until 10 a.m., nearly three 
hours after the round be¬ 
gan. And when the fans 
arrived, most of them were 
watching the action — 
what little there was — two 
groups behind him with Ti¬ 
ger Woods. 

Woods, in only his third 
round since the U.S. Open, 
made double bogey on 
the shortest hole on the 
course, three-putted from 
15 feet and had three bo¬ 
geys from the fairway in a 
listless round of 75. Along 
with being 13 shots out of 



Dustin Johnson drives to the 12th hole in the Northern Trust tournament at Liberty National Golf 
Course, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019, in Jersey City, N.J. 


the lead, he was in danger 
of missing the cut for the 
first time in the FedEx Cup 
playoffs, which also would 
jeopardize a return to East 
Lake for the Tour Champi¬ 
onship. 

“We all knew it was soft 
out here with the rain last 
night," Woods said. “I knew 
I had to go get it, post a low 
one, and didn’t do it. It’s 
certainly out there. Greens 
are soft. Fairways are soft. 
You can play aggressively 
and not have any real ram¬ 
ifications for playing ag¬ 
gressive." 

Johnson ran off four straight 
birdies near the end of his 
round for a 63, a good start 


in a tournament he already 
has won twice. 

The wind arrived in the af¬ 
ternoon, slowing the on¬ 
slaught of low scores, with 
no round better than the 66 
by Justin Rose. 

“Got a bit tricky this after¬ 
noon,” Rose said. “I didn't 
pay too much attention to 
this morning's scores. Saw a 
scoreboard at one points 
— 9 (under), 8, 7s, 6s — and 
I knew it was on. This golf 
course, if you’re playing 
well, you can take it on and 
challenge it.... If you’re not 
100 percent on your game, 
you have to play conserva¬ 
tively.” 

Merritt is No. 72 in the Fe- 


Associated Press 

dEx Cup, with the top 70 
advancing next week to 
the BMW Championship at 
Medinah. Points are qua¬ 
drupled in the postseason. 
“I know good golf will take 
care of itself," he said. “You 
just try to play the best 
you can. Obviously, I'll be 
watching throughout the 
weekend, but just getting 
off to a good start, put that 
to the back of the mind 
and try to win a golf tour¬ 
nament.” 

Johnson has no such wor¬ 
ries as the No. 7 seed, 
though this time of the year 
means a lot to him only be¬ 
cause of past failures. The 
FedEx Cup isn’t the same 



as winning a major cham¬ 
pionship, and Johnson has 
gone three years since his 
lone major at the 2016 U.S. 
Open. 

He narrowly lost out on the 
FedEx Cup in 2016 when he 
had a share of the 54-hole 
lead, shot 73 and still could 
have won the cup if any¬ 
one but Mcllroy had won. 
Mcllroy won in a playoff. 
Four other times he went 
to the Tour Championship 
among the top five seeds 
and didn’t get it done. 
“Absolutely — especially 
with what they’re paying 
this year,” he said with a 
smile, referring to the $15 
million payout. “That's like 
winning five majors.” 

His math was a little off, but 
point taken — his interest 
level is high, and his game 
was sharp. Even with a 63, 
Johnson couldn’t help but 
recall four birdie putts of 
inside 10 feet in a five-hole 
stretch around the turn that 
didn’t fall. 

Brooks Koepka, who has 
won four majors in the 
last three years, still hasn't 
found his groove in the 
FedEx Cup. Koepka is the 
No. 1 seed. In 15 playoffs 
events, he has managed 
only two top 10s — his best 
is sixth place at the Tour 
Championship two years 
ago — and he didn’t get 
off to a great start at Liber¬ 
ty National with only three 
birdies in his round of 70. 
Either way, he’s assured of 
being in East Lake.Q 


Park, van Dam, Lee share lead at Ladies Scottish Open 



Holland's Anne Van Dam tees off on the 17th , during day one 
of the Ladies Scottish Open golf tournament at The Renaissance 
Club , North Berwick , Scotland , Thursday Aug. 8, 2019. 

Associated Press 


NORTH BERWICK, Scotland 
(AP) — Jane Park, Anne 
van Dam and Mi Hyang Lee 
took advantage of calm 


conditions in the opening 
round of the Ladies Scottish 
Open on Thursday, shoot¬ 
ing 8-under 63s to share the 


lead. Lee won the Ladies 
Scottish Open two years 
ago at Dundonald. The vet¬ 
eran Park and the rookie 
van Dam are seeking their 
first LPGA Tour victories. 
Moriya Jutanugarn was 
one shot back on a sunny 
day of low scoring at The 
Renaissance Club, a resort 
links next to Muirfield on 
Scotland’s East coast. Play¬ 
ers were bracing for wind 
and rain on Friday. 

“When I see the forecast, 
today is like best day and 
then tomorrow is worst 
day,” Lee said. “So my 
plan, my kind of plan was I 
try to make a lot of birdies.” 
Van Dam, a long-hitting 
Dutch player known for vi¬ 


ral videos of her swing, hit 
a 5-iron to 4 feet for eagle 
on the par-5 first hole and 
6-iron to 3 feet for another 
eagle on the par-5 12th. 
She wasn’t pleased that 
tees were moved up on 
several holes, including 
those where she took full 
advantage. 

“It's just disappointing, on a 
day like today, the weather 
was just perfect. I saw no 
need to do that," van Dam 
said. “You’re talking to the 
best players in the world in 
the females’ game. I don’t 
think we need any short 
courses, not at all. If it's a 
day like tomorrow, when it 
rains a lot, fine." Van Dam is 
seeking to lock up her spot 


on Europe's Solheim Cup 
team along with ensuring 
full LPGA Tour playing privi¬ 
leges next season. 

“I’m just looking forward 
to playing a solid week of 
golf,” she said. “Whatever 
happens at the end of the 
week, I can’t control that.” 
Su Oh, Caroline Hedwall 
and Chella Choi each shot 
65. 

Defending champion 
Ariya Jutanugarn, winless 
since last year's triumph at 
Gullane, opened with a 69. 
Park dedicated her round 
to her husband, Pete 
Godfrey, who caddies for 
Ariya Jutanugarn and cel¬ 
ebrated his birthday on 
Thursday.Q 
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White Sox, Yankees 
to play at ‘Field of 
Dreams’ in 2020 


In this July 22, 1977, file photo, people portraying ghost players emerge from a cornfield as they 
reenact a scene from the movie “Field of Dreams” at the movie site in Dyersville, Iowa. 

Associated Press 


By LUKE MEREDITH 
AP Sports Writer 

Major League Baseball is 
going to build it — and the 
White Sox and Yankees are 
conning to Iowa. 

The Chicago White Sox 
will play the New York 
Yankees next summer at 
the site in eastern Iowa 
where the movie “Field of 
Dreams” was filmed, MLB 
announced Thursday. The 
game is set for Aug. 13 in 
Dyersville, which is about 
200 miles west of Chicago. 
A temporary 8,000-seat 
stadium will be built on the 
site to accommodate the 
first major league game 
played in Iowa. 

“As a sport that is proud 
of its history linking 
generations. Major League 
Baseball is excited to bring 
a regular-season game 
to the site of ‘Field of 
Dreams,’” Commissioner 
Rob Manfred said. “We 
look forward to celebrating 
the movie's enduring 
message of how baseball 
brings people together 
at this special cornfield in 
Iowa.” 

A video tweeted by MLB 
shows Yankees star Aaron 
Judge asking Ray Kinsella, 
Kevin Costner's character 
in the 1989 movie, if he 
was in heaven. Costner 
replies with one of the 
movie’s iconic lines — “No, 
it's Iowa” — and Judge 
nods before trotting back 
into the corn beyond the 
outfield. 

A pathway is being built 
through a cornfield that will 
take fans to the stadium. 
It will overlook the site 
where Costner's character 
carved a ballpark out of 
a field after a mysterious 
voice told him, “If you build 
it, he will come.” 

The right field wall will be 
broken up by windows 
to show the cornstalks 
beyond the wall, and the 
ballpark’s design will honor 
old Comiskey Park, home 
of the White Sox from 1910- 
1990. 

“’Field of Dreams' is an 
iconic, generational 

baseball story built upon 
a deep love of the game 


that transcends even 
the most impossible of 
circumstances. 

The filmmakers tell a 
beautiful story that 
resonates to this day," 
White Sox chairman Jerry 
Reinsdorf said. 

The one-off game in Iowa 
is part of the sport's recent 
trend of hosting games 
outside of traditional 
ballparks and cities, such as 
the Little League Classic in 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania, 
and a matchup between 
Detroit and Kansas City in 
Omaha in June ahead of 
the College World Series. 
The Yankees also took part 
in a two-game series in 
London against the rival 


Red Sox earlier this season. 
The White Sox will be the 
home team for the game. 


which will be played on a 
Thursday and air nationally 
on Fox. The clubs will then 


have Friday off before 
resuming their series in 
Chicago.□ 
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Yankees extend winning streak to 8 with 14-2 rout of Orioles 



New York Yankees’ Kyle Higashioka watches his three-run home run off Baltimore Orioles starting 
pitcher John Means during the fourth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2019, in 
Baltimore. 


By The Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Gio Ur- 

shela and Kyle Higashioka 
each hit two home runs, 
and the Yankees’ long-ball 
outburst against the Balti¬ 
more Orioles reached his¬ 
torical proportions Wednes¬ 
day night in a 14-2 blowout 
that extended New York’s 
winning streak to eight 
games. 

Urshela had a pair of two- 
run drives, and Higashioka 
totaled five RBIs with his two 
shots. It was the first career 
multihomer game for both 
players. 

The Yankees have 11 play¬ 
ers with multihomer games 
against Baltimore this sea¬ 
son, breaking the record 
of 10 set by San Francisco 
against the Dodgers in 
1958. 

Cameron Maybin also 
went deep for the Yankees, 
who tied a major league 
record with 16 home runs 
in a three-game series. 
New York has hit 52 homers 
against the Orioles this sea¬ 
son, breaking its own major 
league mark of 48 against 
the Kansas City Athletics in 
1956. 

The frustration of being 
dominated in this lop¬ 
sided three-game series 
reached a boiling point for 
the last-place Orioles in the 
middle of the fifth inning. 
After manager Brandon 
Hyde leaned over and said 
something to Chris Davis, 
the first baseman lurched in 
Hyde’s direction and had 
to be restrained by team¬ 
mate Mark Trumbo and hit¬ 
ting coach Don Long. 
James Paxton (7-6) allowed 
one run (a homer by Trey 
Mancini) over 6 2/3 innings 
to help the Yankees roll to 
their 15th straight victory at 
Camden Yards and 12th in 
a row overall against the 
Orioles. 

John Means (8-7) took the 
loss. 

BRAVES 11, TWINS 7 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Ozzie 
Albies homered twice in 
his second straight four-hit 
game, Ronald Acuna Jr. 
and Freddie Freeman both 
went deep, and Atlanta 
beat Minnesota. 

Max Fried (13-4) used a 
season-high 10 strikeouts 
to win his fourth consecu¬ 
tive start, pitching into the 


sixth inning. The terrific trio 
at the top of fhe lineup pro¬ 
vided more than sufficient 
support, with Acuna, Albies 
and Freeman combining 
for eight hits and five RBIs in 
15 at-bats. 

Charlie Culberson went 
4 for 5 with two RBIs, Jo¬ 
han Camargo drove in 
three runs, and the Braves 
reached double-digit runs 
for the second straight 
day. This was the fifth time 
in three weeks the Twins al¬ 
lowed 10-plus runs. 

Miguel Sano hit a three-run 
homer in a four-run ninth for 
the first-place Twins. 

WHITE SOX 8, TIGERS 1 
DETROIT (AP) — Ivan Nova 
pitched eight scoreless in¬ 
nings, and Chicago beat 
Detroit. 

Nova (7-9) allowed five hits, 
walked three and struck 
out one as he picked up his 
third win in four starts. 
Former Tiger James Mc¬ 
Cann had three RBIs, while 
Tim Anderson reached 
base five times and scored 
three runs. 

The White Sox took three of 
four games from the Tigers 
and went 5-2 on their trip to 
Philadelphia and Detroit. 
Detroit has lost six of seven 
and is 5-21 since the All-Star 
break. 

Tyler Alexander (0-3) al¬ 
lowed five runs on nine hits 


and a walk in 4 1/3 innings. 

BLUE JAYS 4, RAYS 3 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) 

— Reliever Brock Stewart 
allowed two hits over four 
scoreless innings in his To¬ 
ronto debut and win over 
Tampa Bay. Blue Jays rook¬ 
ie Bo Bichette set a team re¬ 
cord with a double in eight 
straight games, breaking 
the mark of seven set by 
Carlos Delgado in 2000. 
The 21-year-old Bichette 
also extended his career¬ 
opening hitting streak to 10 
games. Ken Giles picked 
up his 15th save. 

Lourdes Gurriel Jr., Randal 
Grichuk and Derek Fisher 
homered for the Blue Jays. 
Rays two-way player Bren¬ 
dan McKay (2-2) gave up 
three runs and six hits in five- 
plus innings. Tampa Bay has 
won nine of its last 12. 
ASTROS 14, ROCKIES 3 
HOUSTON (AP) — Yuli Gur¬ 
riel drove in a team record- 
tying eight runs, Gerrit Cole 
won his 10th straight deci¬ 
sion and Houston routed 
Colorado. 

Gurriel hit a three-run hom¬ 
er in the first inning, a sacri¬ 
fice fly in the third, a three- 
run double in the fourth 
and an RBI grounder in the 
sixth. He tied Houston’s RBI 
record set by J.R. Towles in 
2007 against St. Louis. 

Cole (14-5) struck out 10 


Associated Press 

in six innings. He allowed 
three hits and two runs to 
make Houston’s starters 
16-1 in their last 19 starts. 
The Astros swept the four- 
game interleague season 
series from Colorado. Trev¬ 
or Sfory hit his 26th homer 
and Nolan Arenado add¬ 
ed his 25th for the Rockies, 
who lost for the fifth time in 
seven games. 

MARINERS 3, PADRES 2 
SEATTLE (AP) — Mallex 
Smith doubled leading 
off fhe eighth inning and 
scored when Daniel Vogel- 
bach beat out a potential 
inning-ending double play, 
and Seattle snapped a 
five-game losing streak. 
Smith led off the eighth 
with a sinking liner that Wil 
Myers couldn’t control on 
a diving attempt. Smith ad¬ 
vanced to second when 
the ball slipped from Myers’ 
hand on the throw and was 
credited with a double. 
J.P. Crawford bunted and 
catcher Austin Hedges ap¬ 
peared to throw out Smith 
at third base, only to have 
the call overturned on re¬ 
play to put runners at the 
corners with no outs. 

Andres Munoz (0-1) struck 
out Domingo Santana be¬ 
fore Vogelbach hit a slow 
chopper to shortstop Fer¬ 
nando Tatis Jr. Tatis had no 
play at home plate to get 


Smith and instead tried to 
turn a double play. Vogel¬ 
bach shuffled down the line 
and beat the relay throw, 
allowing the go-ahead run 
to score. 

Anthony Bass pitched the 
ninth for his second save 
and capped four solid in¬ 
nings from Seattle's bull¬ 
pen. Matt Magill (3-0) 
pitched the eighth to get 
the win. 

Kyle Seager hit a solo home 
run for Seattle. Tatis hit his 
21st homer of the season 
leading off the game off 
Seattle starter Yusei Kikuchi. 
INDIANS 2, RANGERS 0, 1ST 
GAME 

INDIANS 5, RANGERS 1, 2ND 
GAME 

CLEVELAND (AP) — Jose 
Ramirez homered, Cleve¬ 
land's bullpen combined 
on a four-hitter and the 
Indians swept a double- 
header against Texas. 
Ramirez’s two-run homer 
helped the Indians win the 
opener 2-0. 

He connected in the sec¬ 
ond inning of fhe second 
game off Lance Lynn (14- 
7), Franmil Reyes hit a sac¬ 
rifice fly in the seventh and 
Carlos Santana, Yasiel Puig 
and Jason Kipnis drove in 
runs in the eighth as the 
Indians improved to 39-16 
since June 4 — baseball’s 
best mark over two months. 
A.J. Cole (3-1) — Cleve¬ 
land's third pitcher — got 
the win by working 2 2/3 
scoreless innings. Nick Witt- 
gren got the final five outs 
for his third save. 

Willie Calhoun homered in 
the eighth for the Rangers. 
In the opener, Ramirez con¬ 
nected off Ariel Jurado (6- 
7), who had blanked the In¬ 
dians on two singles before 
allowing fhe third base¬ 
man’s 15th homer. 

After struggling for three 
months, Ramirez, a two- 
time All-Star, has found his 
rhyfhm at the perfect time 
for the hard-charging Indi¬ 
ans. Ramirez batted .320 in 
July and has raised his av¬ 
erage by nearly 50 points 
since June 20. 

In the opener, Nick Goody 
(3-0) replaced rookie starter 
Zach Plesac in the seventh 
and pitched two scoreless 
innings. All-Star closer Brad 
Hand struck out the side in 
the ninth for his 28th save. □ 










Surging Mets win 
7-2, sweep Marlins 
Obehind 4 homers 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Michael 
Conforto homered twice, 
Pete Alonso and Jeff Mc¬ 
Neil hit two-run shots and 
New York completed a 
four-game sweep of Miami. 
The Mets posted their sixth 
straight victory, winning for 
the 13th time in 14 games. 
Steven Matz (7-7) won 
again at Citi Field, helping 
New York stay in the thick of 
the NL wild-card race. 

Matz (7-7) allowed two runs 
on seven hits and two walks 
over 6 2/3 innings, striking 
out seven. Lewis Brinson put 
Miami on the board with an 
RBI single in the second. Bri¬ 
an Anderson added a solo 
homer in the sixth, his 18th. 
DODGERS 2, CARDINALS 1 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Rus¬ 
sell Martin drove a two-run, 
two-out single up the mid¬ 
dle for the Dodgers’ 10th 
walk-off win of the season, 
and Los Angeles swept St. 
Louis. 

Casey Sadler (2-0) pitched 
the ninth for Los Angeles, 
which avoided its first shut¬ 
out loss since May 18 in 
dramatic fashion for its fifth 
straight win. 

Dustin May threw 5 2/3 in¬ 
nings of five-hit ball in a 
strong second career start 
for the Dodgers, who called 
up the redheaded power 
pitcher last week. May had 
seven strikeouts and held 
his own with Jack Flaherty, 
but remained winless in the 
big leagues. 

St. Louis’ bullpen couldn’t 
come through for Flaherty, 


who struck out 10 with just 
one walk. 

BREWERS 8, PIRATES 3 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Keston 
Hiura hit two home runs and 
drove in three runs, power¬ 
ing Milwaukee to a three- 
game sweep of Pittsburgh. 
Hiura hit a two-run homer 
with two out in the first in¬ 
ning and his second homer, 
the 13th of his rookie sea¬ 
son, was a solo shot in the 
fifth. He also had a double 
in the third inning for the 
Brewers, who moved past 
the St. Louis Cardinals and 
into second place in the NL 
Central. 

The Pirates fell to 4-21 since 
the All-Star break. 

Junior Guerra (5-3) picked 
up a second win in as many 
nights. He allowed one hit 
and one walk in two innings 
in relief of Drew Pomeranz. 
Williams (4-5) allowed six 
runs on eight hits in five in¬ 
nings. 

Jacob Stallings hit solo 
homer and Bryan Reynolds 
and Starling Marte had RBI 
singles for Pittsburgh. 

CUBS 10, ATHLETICS 1 
CHICAGO (AP) — Ian Happ 
hit his second career grand 
slam, Jose Quintana tossed 
two-hit ball through sev¬ 
en innings to win his sixth 
straight and Chicago rout¬ 
ed Oakland. 

Kyle Schwarber hit a three- 
run homer, Victor Cara- 
tini connected and Javier 
Baez kept up his latest hot 
streak with two hits and 
two RBIs for the Cubs. NL 
Central-leading Chicago 


SPORTS 1^ 


FRIDAY 9 AUGUST 2019 



New York Mets' Jeff McNeil hits a two-run home run in the seventh inning of a baseball game 
against the Miami Marlins, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2019 in New York. Marlins catcher Bryan Holiday 
watches the hit. 


took two of three from the 
A’s and won its fifth in six 
games. 

Quintana (10-7) allowed 
one run, struck out seven 
and walked one. David 
Phelps and Pedro Strop 
each followed with a 
scoreless inning to wrap up 
a three-hitter. 

A's starter Homer Bailey 
(9-8) set down nine of the 
first 10 hitters before Chi¬ 
cago scored five runs in 
the fourth. The right-hander 
yielded seven runs in 4 2/3 
innings in his fifth start since 
arriving in a arriving in a 
trade from Kansas City on 
July 14. 

NATIONALS 4, GIANTS 1 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Gerardo Parra hit a three- 
run homer against his for¬ 
mer team, Joe Ross pitched 
six shutout innings of three- 
hit ball and Washington 
completed a three-game 
sweep of San Francisco. 


Parra broke camp with the 
Giants but was designated 
for assignment on May 3. 
His seventh homer came 
in the third inning off Shaun 
Anderson (3-4) and made it 
4-0. Ross (2-3) struck out five 
and walked two in his third 
start of the season. 

The Giants have lost four 
straight games and sev¬ 
en of their last eight. They 
scored in the ninth on Bran¬ 
don Crawford’s RBI double 
off Daniel Hudson after 
Tanner Rainey and Wander 
Suero combined for two 
scoreless innings. 

Anderson gave up four runs 
on four hits and three walks 
in three innings. 

Adam Eaton got three hits 
and was hit by a pitch for 
Washington. 

DIAMONDBACKS 6, PHILLIES 
1 

PHOENIX (AP) —Zac Gallen 
threw five scoreless innings 
and helped himself with a 


Associated Press 

run-scoring sacrifice bunt in 
his Arizona debut and win 
over Philadelphia. 

Gallen (2-3) allowed just 
one hit with three walks 
and six strikeouts. 

Ahmed was halfway down 
the third base line when 
Gallen bunted to third, and 
the Phillies' Scott Kingery 
threw to first base for the out 
instead of running Ahmed 
back to third. Ahmed took 
off as soon as the ball was 
thrown and scored easily. 
The Phillies were held to five 
hits, including Bryce Harp¬ 
er's solo home run in the 
ninth inning, and have lost 
three of four. 

Losing pitcher Jason Var¬ 
gas (6-6) was charged with 
four runs on four hits in five 
innings. He hit two batters 
and walked three. 

Eduardo Escobar raised 
his major league-leading 
RBI total to 93 with a third- 
inning sacrifice fly.Q 


Ex-star Steve Nash will contribute 
to TNT's NBA coverage 


By JOE REEDY 
AP Sports Writer 

Steve Nash will take on 
an expanded role in his 
second year with Turner 
Sports, contributing to NBA 
coverage. 

The network announced 
Tuesday that Nash is re¬ 
turning to B/R Football's 
UEFA Champions League 
broadcasts on TNT and B/R 
Live. He’ll also be a con¬ 
tributor to TNT’s NBA cover¬ 


age when the upcoming 
season begins in October. 
The two-time NBA MVP will 
offer features and player 
profiles during coverage 
on Tuesdays in January. 
“Basketball continues to 
be near and dear to me," 
Nash said during a phone 
interview. “I enjoyed the 
process of working with 
Turner and Bleacher Re¬ 
port last year on figuring 
out the best content and 


features to produce.” 

Nash was mainly a studio 
analyst for Champions 
League last year, but he'll 
do more features. Nash’s 
CTRL media production 
company will contribute to 
the Champions League- 
content. A feature last 
year involved a tour of 
FC Barcelona's La Masia 
youth academy and At¬ 
lanta Hawks guard Trae 
Young’s love of soccerO 



In this Sept. 7, 2018, file photo, Steve Nash speaks during 
induction ceremonies at the Basketball Hall of Fame, in 
Springfield, Mass. 

Associated Press 
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Rafael Nadal, of Spain, serves to Guido Pella, of Argentina, during the Rogers Cup men’s tennis 
tournament Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019, in Montreal. 

Associated Press 


Defending champ Nadal advances 
to Rogers Cup quarterfinals 


MONTREAL (AP) —Top-seeded defending 
champion Rafael Nadal advanced fo fhe 
Rogers Cup quarferfinals, beafing Argen¬ 
tina's Guido Pella 6-3, 6-4 in the wind Thurs¬ 
day night. 

"A tough day in terms of wind. But we 
are used to playing like this," Nadal said. 
"When we play on outdoor courts, that’s 
part of the game, too. Of course it is better 
to play without this kind of wind. 

"At the same time, it is beautiful to play 
under tough conditions because then the 
player who has different options to play 
has better chances to survive these kind 
of days. It's about adapting and being fo¬ 
cused mentally. Of course, I prefer to play 
without these conditions, but in some way 
I enjoy." The winner last year in Toronto for 
his fourth title in the event, Nadal won his 
379th ATP Masters 1000 match to break 
a tie with Roger Federer for the record. 
Nadal has 82 singles victories, winning the 
French Open in June for his second title of 
the year. 

In the quarterfinals, the 33-year-old Span¬ 
ish star will face seventh-seeded Fabio 
Fognini of Italy. Fognini beat France's Adri¬ 
an Mannarino 6-2, 7-5. 

"He's having a great season, one of the 
best of his career, if not the best," Nadal 
said. "I need to be playing well. I think to¬ 


day I played better than yesterday, so 
I hope tomorrow I continue with this im¬ 
provement. That's what I need if I want to 
keep having chances to be through." 
Sixth-seeded Karen Khachanov of Russia 
beat Montreal teenager Felix Auger-Ali- 
assime 6-7 (7), 7-5, 6-3 in the afternoon at 
windy and raucous IGA Stadium. 
Celebrating his 19th birthday, Auger-Alias- 
sime was undone by 12 double faults and 
a series of mistakes. After the match, the 
crowd sang "Happy Birthday" to Auger- 
Aliassime, while a video featuring fellow 
pros also passing on their greetings played 
on the big screens. "For sure frustrated 
because it was a big occasion," he said. 
'There was a lot of expectations, pressure, 
you name it. It's tough to see it slip away, 
but there's reason for that. It just means 
that I still have things to improve to win 
these type of matches and to deal better 
with these type of moments." 

Khachanov set up a quarterfinal match 
against third-seeded Alexander Zverev of 
Germany, a 7-5, 5-7, 7-6 (5) winner over 
Georgia's Nikoloz Basilashvili. Tied 7-7 in the 
tiebreaker, Khachanov sent a shot into the 
net on serve and then fired another ball 
over the second deck and out of the ven¬ 
ue in frustration at the crowd cheering his 
mistakes, which led to loud boos. □ 



Karolina Pliskova, of the Czech Republic, tosses the ball to 
serve to Anett Kontaveit, of Estonia, at the Rogers Cup tennis 
tournament in Toronto, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Serena Williams 
reaches Rogers Cup 
quarters in Toronto 


TORONTO (AP) — Serena 
Williams won for the second 
straight night at the Rogers 
Cup, beating Russia's Ekat¬ 
erina Alexandrova 7-5, 6-4 
on Thursday to reach the 
quarterfinals. 

Playing her first event since 
losing the Wimbledon fi¬ 
nal, Williams opened with 
a 6-3, 6-3 victory over Elise 
Mertens of Belgium on 
Wednesday. The 37-year- 
old Williams has won the 
event three times, all in To¬ 
ronto. Williams will face the 
winner of the late match 
between No. 2 Naomi 
Osaka of Japan and Polish 
qualifier Iga Swiatek. 
Third-ranked Karolina Plis- 
kova of the Czech Repub¬ 
lic advanced to the after¬ 
noon, beating Anett Kon¬ 
taveit of Estonia 6-3, 7-5. In 
position to reclaim the top 
spot in the world ranking 
this week, Pliskova set up a 
match against Bianca An- 
dreescu of Canada. 
Pliskova finished off Kon¬ 
taveit in two sets after tak¬ 
ing three against American 


Alison Riske on Wednesday. 
"For sure better than it was 
maybe yesterday," Pliskova 
said. "So I guess it's going to 
get better every day with 
what I play. And I always 
was, I am, improving with 
matches." Andreescu beat 
fifth-seeded Kiki Bertens of 
the Netherlands 6-1, 6-7 
(7), 6-4. The 19-year-old An¬ 
dreescu, from nearby Mis¬ 
sissauga, improved to 5-0 
against top-10 opponents 
this year. A right shoulder 
injury has limited her to four 
events since May. 

"Being off for that long 
and coming into the Rog¬ 
ers Cup and getting into 
the quarterfinals means so 
much to me," Andreescu 
said. "And this time off ac¬ 
tually helped me. I figured 
a lot of things out — and it's 
showing on court." 
Fourth-seeded Simona Ha- 
lep of Romania, making 
her first start since beating 
Williams for the Wimble¬ 
don title, beat Svetlana 
Kuznetsova of Russia 6-2, 
6-1. □ 


Nadal, Federer joining Djokovic on ATP leadership board 


LONDON (AP) — Roger Federer 
and Rafael Nadal are joining No¬ 
vak Djokovic on the ATP Player 
Council, bringing the Big Three 
together to reshape a board that 
has been roiled by conflict. 

The governing body of men's ten¬ 
nis announced Thursday that Fe¬ 
derer and Nadal were elected 
along with doubles specialist Ju¬ 


rgen Melzer. They'll fill spots va¬ 
cated after Robin Haase, Jamie 
Murray and Sergiy Stakhovsky 
resigned from the board before 
Wimbledon. 

Djokovic addressed his frustra¬ 
tion with the player council in 
pre-tournament comments at 
Wimbledon. He says the ATP's 
governance structure prevented 


players from making "significant 
changes." Stan Wawrinka has 
also criticized the ATP's leader¬ 
ship, saying in a published letter 
that it was plagued by "political 
chaos" and "numerous conflicts of 
interest." 

The power struggle on the council 
included its decision in March not 
to renew the contract of ATP CEO 


Chris Kermode, who has clashed 
with Djokovic. Board member Jus¬ 
tin Gimelstob resigned after he 
was sentenced to probation in 
April for attacking a former friend 
in Los Angeles. 

Former ATP executive Weller Ev¬ 
ans filled Gimelstob's seat. The po¬ 
sition of coaches' representative 
on the council remains open.Q 











Simone Biles stretches during practice for the U.S. Gymnastics Championships Wednesday, Aug. 
7, 2019, in Kansas City, Mo. 

Associated Press 
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In this April 21, 1980 file photo, Rosie Ruiz waves to the crowd 
after after being announced as winner of the women’s division 
of the Boston Marathon in Boston. 

Associated Press 


Rosie Ruiz, Boston 
Marathon course-cutter, 
dies at 66 


USA Gymnastics 


Continued from Page 17 

And yet the 22-year-old still 
finds herself working under 
the banner of USA Gym¬ 
nastics and by extension 
the U.S. Olympic and Para¬ 
lympic Committee. Both 
organizations were called 
out by Congress along with 
the FBI last week in a scath¬ 
ing report that detailed a 
series of catastrophic mis¬ 
steps that allowed Nassar 
— a longtime trainer with 
USA Gymnastics as well 
as Michigan State Univer¬ 
sity — to continue to abuse 
patients even after ath¬ 
letes started questioning his 
methods in the summer of 
2015. 

While Nassar is now be¬ 
hind bars for the rest of his 
life and USA Gymnastics 
has undergone a mas¬ 
sive overhaul in leadership 
since the 2016 Olympics as 
it fights to retain its status as 
the sport's national govern¬ 
ing body, the scars remain 
fresh for Biles, though she 
knows that doesn't make 
her different from the other 
women who were abused 
by Nassar under the guise 
of treatment. 

"I don't mean to cry," the 
typically poised Biles said 
through tears two days be¬ 
fore attempting to win her 
sixth national title. "But it's 
hard coming here for an 
organization having had 
them failed us so many 
times. And we had one 
goal and we've done ev¬ 
erything that they've asked 


us for, even when we didn't 
want to and they couldn't 
do one damn job. You had 
one job. You literally had 
one job and you couldn't 
protect us." 

Biles is in therapy to help 
deal with the emotional 
fallout, well aware that 
progress will be slow and 
that a full recovery might 
not be possible. 

"Everyone's healing process 
is different and I think that's 
the hardest part," she said. 
"Because I feel like maybe I 
should be healed or this or 
that. But I feel like it will be 
an open wound for a really 
long fime and if mighf nof 
ever get closed or healed." 
So Biles is doing what she 
can, trying to find a bal¬ 
ance between her pursuit 
to become the first woman 
in more than 50 years to 
repeat as Olympic cham¬ 
pion while using her status 
as the face of her sport to 
effect change. 

"When we tweet, it obvi¬ 
ously goes a long way," she 
said. "We're blessed to be 
given a platform so that 
people will hear and listen. 
But you know, it's not easy 
coming back to the sport. 
Coming back to the orga¬ 
nization that has failed you. 
But you know, at this point, 
I just try to think, 'I'm here as 
a professional afhlefe with 
my club team and stuff like 
that.' Because it's not easy 
being out here. I feel every 
day is a reminder of what I 
went through and what I've 
been through and what I'm 


going through and how 
I've come out of it." 

The process in some ways is 
getting easier. There were 
days early in her return to 
training in the fall and win¬ 
ter of 2017 and early 2018 
when she would quit in the 
middle of practice and 
walk out of the gym with¬ 
out a word to coaches Ce- 
cile and Laurent Landi as to 
why. 

Those days are gone. Biles 
says therapy has helped 
her rediscover her joy for 
the sport she is redefining 
at every meet. 

Still, the effects of her ex¬ 
perience with Nassar, 
combined with the inabil¬ 
ity of USA Gymnastics, the 
USOPC and the FBI to act 
decisively when athletes 
alerted them about his con¬ 
duct, linger. She can feel it 
when she is introduced to a 
new staff member at USA 
Gymnastics and sense it 
in her reluctance to meet 
with trainers after practice. 
"How can we trust them?" 
Biles said. 

"They bring in new people 
all the time and I auto¬ 
matically put my foot up 
because the people that 
I had known for years had 
failed us." 

Asked if she's optimistic that 
USA Gymnastics — which is 
on its fourth president and 
CEO since March 2017 and 
filed for bankruptcy last fall 
in an effort to halt the de¬ 
certification process — can 
find a way forward. Biles 
shrugged .□ 


By JIMMY GOLEN and 
RHONDA SHAFNER 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Rosie 
Ruiz, the Boston Marathon 
course-cutter who was 
stripped of her victory in the 
1980 race and went on to 
become an enduring sym¬ 
bol of cheating in sports, 
has died. She was 66. 

Ruiz, who was also known 
as Rosie Vivas, died in Flor¬ 
ida of cancer on July 8, 
according to an obituary 
that made no mention of 
her Boston Marathon infa¬ 
my. Running magazine first 
made the connection this 
week, a fitting end to one 
of the oddest chapters in 
the history of the race. 

“It’s a colorful part of the 
Boston Marathon history, 
that's for sure,” said Bill Rod¬ 
gers, who won fhe men's 
race that year and was im¬ 
mediately suspicious of the 
woman sitting next to him 
on the awards podium. 
“Poor Rosie, she took all the 
brunt of it.” 

An unknown who didn't 
look or act like she had just 
run 26.2 miles, Ruiz finished 
first in the women's division 
in Boston in 1980 in a then- 
record time of 2 hours, 31 
minutes, 56 seconds. Even 
as she was awarded her 
medal and the traditional 
olive wreath, her com¬ 
petitors wondered how a 
woman they hadn’t ever 
heard of — or seen on the 
course — could have won. 
“We knew that she had 
jumped in. We, who knew 
what the marathon was, 
we got it,” Rodgers told The 


Associated Press on Thurs¬ 
day. “She wasn't sweat¬ 
ing enough; she had on a 
heavy shirt; she didn’t know 
about running. 

“I was with her the next 
day on TV, and she was 
just crying her head off,” 
Rodgers said, adding that 
he thought Ruiz wanted 
to confess. “If she had jusf 
said, ‘I'm sorry. I made a 
mistake.' Runners — we all 
drop out of races — we 
would have understood.” 

In an era before track¬ 
ing chips and electronic 
checkpoints, race organiz¬ 
ers used spotters to scribble 
down the bib numbers of 
runners going by. (They fo¬ 
cused mainly on the men's 
race.) Ruiz did not show up 
there, on videotape or in 
any of 10,000 photographs 
taken along the first 25 
miles of the course. 

Grilled by the Boston Ath¬ 
letic Association about 
her training methods and 
pace, she had no answers 
and did not seem to rec¬ 
ognize terms that would 
be common for elite mar¬ 
athoners; she also could 
not identify landmarks she 
would have passed on the 
course. Two Harvard stu¬ 
dents soon came forward 
to say they saw her join 
the race near Kenmore 
Square, about a mile from 
the finish. Ruiz was stripped 
of her title eight days af¬ 
ter the race. Canadian 
Jacqueline Gareau was 
declared the rightful win¬ 
ner and brought back to 
Boston the next month to 
receive her dueO 
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This Monday, July 30, 2019 photo shows an update information 
of Facebook application on a mobile phone displayed at a 
store in Chicago. 

Associated Press 

FBI, Facebook could 
clash over privacy 
vs. monitoring 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The FBI is looking for outside con¬ 
tractors to monitor social media for potential threats, set¬ 
ting up a possible conflict with Facebook and other com¬ 
panies over privacy. 

Last month, the FBI said it is soliciting proposals for a social 
media “early alerting tool” in order to identify possible 
threats while making sure that privacy and civil liberties 
considerations are taken into account. Such a tool would 
likely violate the companies’ ban against using their data 
for surveillance. 

The contract solicitation and the potential clash was first 
reported by The Wall Street Journal on Thursday. It was 
posted before the most recent mass shootings once 
again prompted calls for social media companies to do 
more to detect such threats. 

Facebook declined to comment. Twitter also wouldn't 
comment on the report but pointed to its policies prohib¬ 
iting the use of its data for surveillance purposes, even if 
such data is public.Q 


Report: Facebook 
offering ‘millions’ to 
publishers for news 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Facebook is reportedly in talks 
with news publishers to offer “millions of dollars” for the 
rights to publish their material on its site. The move follows 
years of criticism over its growing monopolization of on¬ 
line advertising to the detriment of the struggling news 
industry. 

The Wall Street Journal reported Thursday that Facebook 
representatives had told news executives that they’d pay 
as much as $3 million a year to license stories, headlines 
and other material. Facebook declined to comment but 
confirmed that the company is working on launching a 
“news tab” for its service this fall. 

Many in the news industry have long blamed Facebook 
and Google for using their content for free while they 
slurped up the majority of digital ad dollars, imperiling the 
news industry.□ 
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In this Monday, Aug. 5, 2019, photo the Samsung Galaxy Note 10, left, and the Galaxy Note 10 
Plus, right, is shown in New York. Samsung’s newest smartphone won’t have a headphone jack. 

Associated Press 


Samsung ditches headphone 
jack after jabs at jackless rivals 


By ANICK JESDANUN 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Sam¬ 
sung executives have long 
poked fun at rivals for ditch¬ 
ing the headphone jack in 
smartphones. With the new 
Galaxy Note 10, the com¬ 
pany will now be doing ex¬ 
actly the same thing. 

The Note 10, announced 
Wednesday, squeezes in 
more battery power and 
other goodies, but at the 
cost of the familiar old jack. 
So now the company is do¬ 
ing an about-face and de¬ 
claring that many people 
use wireless headphones 
anyway. 

Samsung, which for years 
has pushed bigger and 
bigger displays, is also in¬ 
troducing a smaller version 
of the Note for those who 
think phones have just got¬ 
ten too big. 

The new Note models will 
come out Aug. 23. The 
main model is being called 
the Note 10 Plus and will 
have a display measur¬ 
ing 6.8 inches diagonally. 
Though the display is big¬ 
ger, the overall size is about 
the same as last year's 6.4- 
inch Note 9. To accomplish 
that, Samsung shrank down 
even more of the bezel sur¬ 
rounding the display. 

The smaller, 6.3-inch version 
will be called the Note 10 
and will sell for almost $950, 
or $150 less than the Plus. 
It’s designed for those who 
want the Note’s signature 
stylus without its once-sig- 


nature size. 

“You hit a certain point 
where you can’t get much 
bigger without being physi¬ 
cally too large to hold,” 
Technalysis Research ana¬ 
lyst Bob O’Donnell said. 
“That’s the challenge they 
are running into.” 

Hardware innovation in 
mobile devices has been 
slowing for years. Samsung 
is addressing that with a 
foldable model, with twice 
the display when unfolded. 
The Samsung Fold is com¬ 
ing in September after 
Samsung made a few de¬ 
sign changes to address 
problems with reviewers’ 
phones breaking. 

Apple is expected to re¬ 
lease new iPhones next 
month. A version that works 
with next-generation 5G 
cellular networks isn't ex¬ 
pected. Samsung will have 
a 5G version of the Note 
10 Plus starting at almost 
$1300. 

The Note 10 Plus will have 
a 7.5% boost in battery 
capacity over the Note 9, 
though Samsung’s high- 
end phones have already 
been promising all-day 
battery life. Samsung 
made no references to the 
headphone jack during its 
70-minute announcement 
event in New York. 
Samsung officials told re¬ 
porters separately that 
while the 3.5-millimeter 
headphone jack might 
seem small, every smid¬ 
geon of saved space can 


help extend battery life. 
Samsung is including wired 
headphones that plug into 
the phone’s USB-C data 
and charging port. An 
adapter for other wired 
headphones is sold sepa¬ 
rately for $10. Apple and 
Google also have ditched 
the standard headphone 
jack. 

But O'Donnell noted the 
irony: “If you guys gave ev¬ 
erybody else grief for doing 
it, why are you doing it?” 
Beyond that, the Note 10 
phones introduce new sty¬ 
lus features, including the 
ability to flip through mu¬ 
sic and photo libraries by 
gesturing with the stylus in 
the air. The phones bring 
a wider-angle lens already 
found in the S10 and use 
software to make audio 
appear louder — and thus 
closer — in video record¬ 
ings when zooming in. And 
by connecting a Note 10 
to a Windows or Mac com¬ 
puter with a USB cable, us¬ 
ers can interact with phone 
apps there and drag and 
drop files between devices. 
Microsoft CEO Satya 
Nadella appeared briefly 
to expand on a partnership 
with Samsung. The collabo¬ 
ration includes giving Note 
users the ability to receive 
and respond to text mes¬ 
sages and take phone calls 
from a Windows computer. 
Apple has long offered 
similar features, but only for 
its own devices such as the 
iPhone and Mac. □ 
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Rejected for 

By STEVEN NICASTRO 
NerdWallet 

Associated Press 
Getting rejected for a per¬ 
sonal loan can feel like a 
punch to the gut. It's easy 
to get discouraged, espe¬ 
cially if it delays plans to 
consolidate debt or reno¬ 
vate your home. 

Instead of taking the re¬ 
jection personally, use it 
as motivation to build your 
credit and supplement your 
income so you win approv¬ 
al the next time you apply. 
Here's how to recover from 
a personal loan rejection. 
ASK FOR A REASON 
Lenders are required to 
disclose the exact reasons 
why they denied your ap¬ 
plication, according to the 
Equal Credit Opportunity 
Act. 

Online lender Marcus by 
Goldman Sachs sends an 
explanation within seven 
to 10 days after a rejection, 
says Elisabeth Kozack , vice 
president of product strat¬ 
egy and customer experi¬ 
ence at Marcus. 

Common reasons for a loan 
denial at Marcus include 
having a low credit score 
and insufficient income 
to repay the loan, Kozack 
says. 

BUILD YOUR CREDIT 

Making timely payments on 
all of your debts and keep¬ 
ing your credit balances 
low are two steps to build¬ 
ing credit, but don't stop 
there. 

— Check your credit report 
for errors: Common errors 
that may hurt your credit 
score include payments 
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a personal loan? Here's how to recover 



In this Feb. 8, 2019, file photo a pedestrian walks down South Broad Street in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


that are wrongly reported 
as being late or delinquent, 
and accounts showing the 
wrong balance, according 
to the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau. 

You can get free copies of 
your credit reports once a 
year from AnnualCreditRe- 
port.com. Dispute any er¬ 
rors online, in writing or by 
phone. 

— Get a credit-builder 
loan: Instead of giving you 
the borrowed money, lend¬ 
ers hold it in a bank ac¬ 
count while you make on- 
time payments toward the 
loan. These payments are 
reported to the credit bu¬ 
reaus, helping to build your 
score. You get the money 
only after you've made all 
your payments. 


Credit-builder loans are 
available through credit 
unions, community banks 
and Community Develop¬ 
ment Financial Institutions. 
— Become an authorized 
user on someone else's 
credit card: Ideally, the ac¬ 
count holder has a strong 
payment history, and the 
credit card issuer reports 
authorized users to all three 
credit bureaus. 

PAY OFF DEBT 

Your debt-to-income ratio 
helps lenders determine if 
you have too much debt. 
Divide your monthly debt 
payments by your monthly 
income to see your DTI ra¬ 
tio expressed as a percent¬ 
age. Borrowers with high 
DTI ratios (40% or greater) 
may be more likely to miss 


loan payments and have 
a harder time getting ap¬ 
proved. 

Scrutinize your budget for 
places you could trim an 
expense and use the sav¬ 
ings to pay off debt, and 
avoid taking on new debt 
ahead of your next person¬ 
al loan application. 

GROW YOUR INCOME 
A higher income lowers 
your DTI ratio and can help 
you qualify for a loan. You 
may not need to ask your 
boss for a raise, either. 
Consider a side job such 
as ride-hail driving or tutor¬ 
ing, to put an extra hun¬ 
dred dollars or more in your 
pocket each month. 

And when you reapply, in¬ 
clude all sources of house¬ 
hold income on the loan 


application — not just in¬ 
come from your full-time 
job, but also your spouse's 
income, investment in¬ 
come, child support, alimo¬ 
ny or military pay. 
COMPARE LENDERS 
Spend a few months get¬ 
ting your credit in shape 
and rebalancing your DTI. 
When you're ready to reap¬ 
ply, choose a lender that 
caters to borrowers like you. 

— Online lenders most of¬ 
ten lend to borrowers with 
good or better credit (690 
to 850 FICO), but there are 
some that accept lower 
credit scores. You can pre¬ 
qualify online to preview 
rates and terms you're likely 
to receive, with no impact 
to your credit score. 

— Credit unions are non¬ 
profit financial organiza¬ 
tions that consider your en¬ 
tire financial picture, and 
may provide cheaper loan 
options for bad credit (300 
to 629 FICO). You’ll need 
to become a member of 
the credit union before ap¬ 
plying. — Banks offer per¬ 
sonal loans with low rates 
and discounts for custom¬ 
ers with accounts in good 
standing. You'll likely need 
good credit to qualify. 

GET PREPPED 

Take a fresh approach with 
your next loan application. 

— Gather documents. 
Lenders need to verify in¬ 
formation you've provided 
on your application, such 
as tax returns to confirm 
your income. Having these 
documents prepared can 
make the application pro¬ 
cess go smootherO 


US long-term mortgage rates fall sharply: 30-year at 3.60% 




In this July 22, 2019 photo, a for sale sign is posted in front of a 
home in Miami. On Thursday, Aug. 8, Freddie Mac reports on this 
week’s average U.S. mortgage rates. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
long-term mortgage rates 
fell sharply this week, with 
the benchmark 30-year 


loan touching its lowest 
level since November 2016. 
Financial markets around 
the globe have been whip- 
sawed by anxiety over 


the U.S.-China trade war, 
sending investors fleeing 
from stocks to the safety of 
bonds and pushing bond 
interest-rates to record 
lows. 

Mortgage buyer Freddie 
Mac said Thursday the av¬ 
erage rate on the 30-year 
mortgage dropped to 
3.60% from 3.75% last week. 
A year ago the rate stood 
at 4.59%. 

The average rate for 15- 
year, fixed-rate home loans 
tumbled to 3.05% from 
3.20%. 

The roiling markets reflect¬ 
ed fears that trade ten¬ 


sions between the U.S. and 
China could cripple global 
economic growth. Before 
Monday's 3% drop in the 


S&P 500 U.S. stock index, 
investors hadn't seen a loss 
of even half that size since 
mid-MayO 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1_the fat; chat 

5 Exhibit 

9 Shapeless mass 
13 Witches’ spells 

15 Georgia 

Atlanta 

university 

16 Vesuvius’output 

17 Pontificate 

18 Poison 
remedies 

20 Cribbage 
marker 

21 Henpeck 

23 Sellers & Fonda 

24 Air freshener 
brand 

26 Mrs. Nixon 

27 Says hello to 
29 Aviators 

32 Mysterious 

33 New Orleans 
athlete 

35 FedEx rival 

37 Afternoon 
socials 

38 Low, Sweet 
Chariot” 

39 Combo 

40 Toward a ship’s 
stern 

41 White line 
creator 

42 Not smashed 

43 I’ve Gota_” 
of old TV 

45 Hubby or wife 

46 Actor Linden 

47 Expertise 

48 Firstborn child 

51 Facial twitch 

52 Conclusion 
55 Adviser 

58 Bert’s pal 

60 Vigorous 

61 Playbill listing 

62 Paper bags 

63 Exclusively 

64 Murdered 

65 Unassuming 

DOWN 

1 Use an ax 

2 In this place 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


8/9/19 


3 Overstate 

4 Damp 

5 Part of a theater 

6 Egg producer 

7 Two months 
from now: abbr. 

8 _ cream; pie 
topping 

9 Drunk 

10 Past due 

11 Finished; done 

12 Lowest singing 
voice 

14 Legislative body 

19 Disbursed 

22 Commercials 

25 Hula dancers’ 
accessories 

27 Wooden shoe 

28 Rocky ridges at 
water’s edge 
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39 Implement 49 Mortgage, for 
41 Uncouth one 

29 Flamingo’s color 42 Cinnamon & 50 Boring 

30 Great agitation nutmeg 53 Athletic shoe 

31 Secret agents 44 VP Dick _ brand 

33 Kill flies 45 Jet _; personal 54 Writing table 

34 Feel sick watercraft 56 Texter’s giggle 

36 Peevish 47 Scatter about 57 Bullring bravo 

38 Places of refuge 48 Parrot 59 Flock member 
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US lays out enforcement 
priorities for animals on planes 


By DAVID KOENIG 
Associated Press 

The government is telling 
airlines and passengers 
how it will enforce rules 
governing animals that 
people bring on planes. 

The Transportation Depart¬ 
ment said Thursday that 
airline employees can bar 
any animal they consider a 
safety threat. Airlines, how¬ 
ever, can be punished if 
they ban an entire dog or 
cat breed, such as pit bulls. 
The department's enforce¬ 
ment office said that it 
doesn't plan to stop air¬ 
lines from asking passen¬ 
gers "reasonable" questions 
about a service animal's 
vaccinations, training and 
behavior. Airlines can re¬ 
quire advance notice if 
passengers plan to bring 
an emotional support ani¬ 
mal — several already do 
— but can't impose the 
same requirement for ser¬ 
vice animals such as guide 
dogs for the blind. 

The number of animals 
on planes has been rising 
in recent years as more 
people bring a compan¬ 
ion for emotional support. 
Most flying pets are tame, 
but there have been some 
well-publicized instances of 
animals biting passengers 
or airline employees and 
other reports of animals 
relieving themselves in the 
cabin. An American Eagle 
flight attendant needed 
stitches after a passenger's 
dog bit him on the hand 


during a flight last month. 
The man's union, the Asso¬ 
ciation of Flight Attendants, 
called the enforcement 
policy an important step to 
deal with a "mess of animals 
loose in the aircraft cabin." 
Delta Air Lines could face 
pressure to change two of 
its rules: A ban on pit bulls 
in the cabin, and a ban 
against emotional support 
animals on flights longer 
than eight hours. The de¬ 
partment said, however, 
that airlines can make pas¬ 
sengers demonstrate be¬ 
fore a long flight that their 
animal can relieve itself in a 
sanitary way. 

A Delta spokeswoman said 
the airline was still review¬ 
ing the Transportation De¬ 
partment's guidance. 

The Transportation Depart¬ 
ment endorsed many oth¬ 
er rules that airlines have 
adopted, such as barring 
extremely young animals 
and exotic ones including 
snakes from the cabin. 
Airlines for America, a trade 
group of major U.S. airlines 
other than Delta, and the 
flight attendants' union 
praised the guidelines. 
Both groups blamed the 
increase of animals in the 
cabin on passengers who 
fraudulently claim they 
need an emotional support 
animal to fly. Airlines must 
waive pet fees for comfort 
animals if the owner has a 
doctor's note vouching for 
their need to have the ani¬ 
mal companionO 
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Classifieds 


FOR SALE 

TREMENDOUS DEAL 

La Cabana 1 Bdrm Delux Unit 
Wk 29 + 30 US $3,000 boths 
wks 

Call +297 737-3006 
info@buyarubatimeshares.com 


211671 





Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDROOM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $ 16k 
Oceanview $ 15k 
3BEDROOM $26k 
*WK. 51 GV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $46k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B OV $8000 

1 Bed $4000 

1B Oceanfront $7000 

PLATINUM Season 

2 Bed OV $16000 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
1B OV $10k 

** Destination points $9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 #322BC and 
412BC $6500 each wk 

We Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@conciergerealty.com 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 

Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


SIMP 

Violence Against Women 


FOR RENT OR SALE 
PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

2 bedr, suites P.O. views 
wks 31,32,52,1,8,9 
also other wks for rent or switch 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 

_211548 

FOR SALE/RENT 
Divi Studio 

wk 35 8/31 Dutch Village rm 128 
buy $2700, rent $650 
Divi Golf wk 35 8/31, unit 4201, 
buy $3200, rent $650 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
or call 508-651-0016 

_211670 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



August 11 

Freewinds 
August 13 

Freedom of the Seas 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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U.N. climate report: Change land use to avoid a hungry future 



BY SETH BORENSTEIN and 
JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — Human- 
caused climate change 
is dramatically degrading 
the Earth’s land and the 
way people use the land 
is making global warming 
worse, a new United Na¬ 
tions scientific report says. 
That creates a vicious cy¬ 
cle which is already mak¬ 
ing food more expensive, 
scarcer and less nutritious. 
“The cycle is accelerating," 
said NASA climate scientist 
Cynthia Rosenzweig, a co¬ 
author of the report. “The 
threat of climate change 
affecting people's food on 
their dinner table is increas¬ 
ing.” 

But if people change the 
way they eat, grow food 
and manage forests, it 
could help save the planet 
from a far warmer future, 
scientists said. 

Earth's land masses, which 
are only 30% of the globe, 
are warming twice as fast 
as the planet as a whole. 
While heat-trapping gases 
are causing problems in 
the atmosphere, the land 
has been less talked about 
as part of climate change. 
A special report, written 
by more than 100 scien¬ 
tists and unanimously ap¬ 
proved by diplomats from 
nations around the world 
Thursday at a meeting in 
Geneva, proposed pos¬ 
sible fixes and made more 
dire warnings. 

“The way we use land is 
both part of the problem 
and also part of the solu¬ 
tion,” said Valerie Masson- 
Delmotte, a French climate 
scientist who co-chairs 
one of the panel's working 
groups. “Sustainable land 
management can help se¬ 
cure a future that is com¬ 
fortable.” 


Scientists at Thursday's 
press conference empha¬ 
sized both the seriousness 
of the problem and the 
need to make societal 
changes soon. 

“We don’t want a message 
of despair,” said science 
panel official Jim Skea, a 
professor at Imperial Col¬ 
lege London. “We want 
to get across the message 
that every action makes a 
difference." 

Still the stark message hit 
home hard for some of the 
authors. 

“I’ve lost a lot of sleep 
about what the science 
is saying. As a person, it's 
pretty scary,” Koko Warner, 
a manager in the U.N. Cli¬ 
mate Change secretariat 
who helped write a report 
chapter on risk manage¬ 
ment and decision-mak¬ 
ing, told The Associated 
Press after the report was 
presented at the World Me¬ 
teorological Organization 
headquarters in Geneva. 
“We need to act urgently.” 
The report said climate 
change already has wors¬ 


ened land degradation, 
caused deserts to grow, 
permafrost to thaw and 
made forests more vul¬ 
nerable to drought, fire, 
pests and disease. That’s 
happened even as much 
of the globe has gotten 
greener because of exfra 
carbon dioxide in the air. 
Climate change has also 
added to the forces fhaf 
have reduced the number 
of species on Earth. 
“Climate change is really 
slamming the land,” said 
World Resources Institute 
researcher Kelly Levin, who 
wasn't part of the study. 
And the future could be 
worse. 

“The stability of food supply 
is projected to decrease 
as the magnitude and fre¬ 
quency of extreme weath¬ 
er events that disrupt food 
chains increases,” the re¬ 
port said. 

In the worst-case scenar¬ 
io, food security problems 
change from moderate 
to high risk with just a few 
more tenths of a degree 
of warming from now. They 
go from high fo “very high" 
risk with just another 1.8 de¬ 


grees Fahrenheit (1 degree 
Celsius) of warming from 
now. 

“The potential risk of multi¬ 
breadbasket failure is in¬ 
creasing,” NASA’s Rosen¬ 
zweig said. “Just to give 
examples, the crop yields 
were effected in Europe 
just in the last two weeks.” 
Scientists had long thought 
one of the few benefits of 
higher levels of carbon di¬ 
oxide, the major heat-trap- 
ping gas, was that it made 
plants grow more and the 
world greener, Rosenzweig 
said. But numerous studies 
show that the high levels 
of carbon dioxide reduce 
protein and nutrients in 
many crops. 

For example, high levels of 
carbon in the air in experi¬ 
ments show wheat has 6% 
to 13% less protein, 4% to 7% 
less zinc and 5% to 8% less 
iron, she said. 

But better farming practic¬ 
es — such as no-till agricul¬ 
tural and better targeted 
fertilizer applications — 
have the potential to fight 
global warming too, reduc¬ 
ing carbon pollution up to 
18% of current emissions 


levels by 2050, the report 
said. 

If people change their di¬ 
ets, reducing red meat 
and increasing plant- 
based foods, such as fruits, 
vegetables and seeds, the 
world can save as much 
as another 15% of current 
emissions by mid-century. 
It would also make people 
more healthy, Rosenzweig 
said.The science panel said 
they aren’t telling people 
what to eat because that's 
a personal choice. 

Still, Hans-Otto Portner, a 
panel leader from Germa¬ 
ny who said he lost weight 
and felt better after reduc¬ 
ing his meat consumption, 
told a reporter that if she 
ate less ribs and more veg¬ 
etables “that’s a good de¬ 
cision and you will help the 
planet reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions.” 

Reducing food wasfe can 
fight climate change even 
more. The report said that 
between 2010 and 2016, 
global food waste ac¬ 
counted for 8% to 10% of 
heat-trapping emissions. 
“Currently 25%-30% of to¬ 
tal food produced is lost or 
wasted,” the report said. 
Fixing that would free up 
millions of square miles of 
land. 

With just another 0.9 de¬ 
grees F of warming (0.5 
degrees C), which could 
happen in the next 10 to 30 
years, the risk of unstable 
food supplies, wildfire dam¬ 
age, thawing permafrost 
and water shortages in dry 
areas “are projected to be 
high,” the report said. 

At another 1.8 degrees F of 
warming (1 degree C) from 
now, which could happen 
in about 50 years, it said 
those risks “are projected 
to be very high.” 

Most scenarios predict the 
world’s tropical regions 
will have “unprecedented 
climatic conditions by the 
mid-to-late 21st century,” 
the report noted. 
Agriculture and forestry to¬ 
gether account for about 
23% of fhe heat-trapping 
gases that are warming 
the Earth, slightly less than 
from cars, trucks, boats 
and planes. Add in trans¬ 
porting food, energy costs, 
packaging and that grows 
to 37%, the report saidO 
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Vanessa Carlton channels Carole King on Broadway 



In this June 9, 2019 file photo, Vanessa Carlton arrives at the 73rd annual Tony Awards at Radio 
City Music Hall in New York. 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Over the 
years, the Broadway show 
about singer-songwriter 
Carole King has starred 
powerful singers in the title 
role. But until now it hasn’t 
had one thing — a singer- 
songwriter. 

Vanessa Carlton has brave¬ 
ly stepped into the role of 
the legendary King without 
much musical theater ex¬ 
perience but lots from be¬ 
ing a young woman song¬ 
writer trying to discover her 
own voice. 

Carlton, who has had 
ups and downs since her 
breakout 2002 single, “A 
Thousand Miles,” read the 
script for “Beautiful: The 
Carole King Musical” and 
cried. Then she thought of 
her own life. 

“I thought, ‘OK there’s 
something here that I think 
I can bring myself. I can 
bring some of my own es¬ 
sence to this and maybe 
it will make it better some¬ 
how or different or feel dif¬ 
ferent or bring some kind of 
unique energy to it that will 
be cool.’” 

“Beautiful” is based on 
King’s life from when she 
was a teenage songwriter 
in New York to her time as 
a wife, mother and co-au¬ 
thor of scores of recogniz¬ 
able songs, including “Will 
You Love Me Tomorrow" 
and “(You Make Me Feel 
Like) A Natural Woman.” 
Though King and Carlton 


created music in different 
eras, the younger singer- 
songwriter easily recog¬ 
nized similar experiences: 
the stress of auditioning a 
song, being a young wom¬ 
an in the music industry, the 
need to manage men’s 
feelings, the frustrations 
and joys of the creative 
process, and being a work¬ 
ing mom. 

“It's the story of someone 
taking great risk,” Carlton 
said. “I really wanted to 
help honor the arc of the 
story. But I do have a lot of 
personal experiences that 
I am channeling in a lot of 
the scenes.” 

Carlton is still somewhat 
shocked to be making 


her Broadway debut. She 
may have attended many 
shows growing up in New 
York, but she studied bal¬ 
let and piano, not musical 
theater. 

“It was emotional for me to 
get through the show the 
first time,” she said. “It’s a 
lot of work. And it was so 
exhilarating. And it just kind 
of worked out. I just cried at 
the end. ‘I did it! Now I have 
to do it 79 more times. How 
is this going to happen?'” 
Mike Bosner, a rising young 
Broadway producer, 

wooed Carlton for over a 
year to come aboard his 
“Beautiful,” convinced she 
could add something spe¬ 
cial to the role by pulling on 


Associated Press 

real feelings. “She's bring¬ 
ing something to it that no 
one else could because 
she's actually lived this,” he 
said. Carlton's Broadway 
pit stop marks another fas¬ 
cinating turn in the career 
of the 38-year-old whose 
debut album, “Be Not 
Nobody,” earned three 
Grammy nominations, in¬ 
cluding record of the year 
and song of the year. 

“I was really a young fe¬ 
male artist packaged as a 
pop star and I was trying to 
follow the rules and I got to 
a point where I just ran out 
of juice,” she said. “I kind of 
hit that ceiling within my¬ 
self as an artist in like 2010, 
where I was like ‘I can’t 


create music the way I’ve 
been doing it. I need to 
change everything.’” 

She started over, releasing 
the independent “Rabbits 
on the Run” in 2011 and the 
admired album “Liberman" 
in 2015. She submitted the 
demo to “Liberman” to her 
current label. Dine Alone 
Records, anonymously so 
that no prior baggage 
would cloud its evaluation. 
“I wanted to be able to start 
a new relationship based 
on the music,” Carlton said, 
revealing that a new al¬ 
bum is due next year. “I get 
to start over with people. 
And that's what Carole got 
to do, too. It feels so good 
when you have a horizon 
that’s open to you.” 

To be ready for Broadway, 
Carlton began prepara¬ 
tions in her home in Nash¬ 
ville, Tennessee, where an 
acting coach had to gently 
remind her to stop walking 
around like a ballet dancer. 
In New York, she shadowed 
the actress playing King to 
learn the tricks of the trade. 
“She asked to be put into 
boot camp,” Bosner said. 
“She was determined. She 
kept saying this: ‘I will not 
be the worst person on that 
stage. I can’t do that to 
myself.”’ 

To get into character each 
night, Carlton has arranged 
in her dressing room photos 
of King at 16, 17 and 18 to 
try to connect with her own 
youthful innocence as well 
as King’s. □ 


Nate Parker to debut new film at Venice Film Festival 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Nate 
Parker's attempted come¬ 
back will begin at the 
Venice Film Festival with 
the premiere of his first film 
since a rape allegation 
from Parker’s past derailed 
the release of his Nat Turner 
biopic “The Birth of a Na¬ 
tion." 

The Venice Film Festival an¬ 
nounced Wednesday that 
Parker's “American Skin” 
will debut in its “Sconfini” 
section. Parker's new film 
also carries Spike Lee’s 
backing. “American Skin” is 
touted as a Spike Lee pre¬ 
sentation. In a statement, 



This Sept. 21, 2016 file photo shows Nate Parker, the director, 
screenwriter and star of “The Birth of a Nation” at the premiere 
of the film in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


Lee called Parker his broth- er and declared the film “a 


brave tour de force.” 

Parker has been little heard 
from since his breakthrough 
as writer-director-star in 
2016. After the lauded de¬ 
but of “The Birth of a Na¬ 
tion” at the Sundance Film 
Festival fetched a record 
$17.5 million purchase, 
the newfound attention 
around Parker resurrected 
a 1999 rape allegation 
against him from when 
he was a student at Penn 
State University. 

Parker has maintained his 
innocence. He was acquit¬ 
ted in a 2001 trial, though his 
college roommate, Jean 
Celestin (who helped cre¬ 
ate “The Birth of a Nation”), 


was initially found guilty of 
sexual assault. That convic¬ 
tion was later overturned 
when the accuser declined 
to testify for a retrial. The al¬ 
leged victim killed herself in 
2012. 

“The Birth of a Nation” ul¬ 
timately made little im¬ 
pact at the box office and 
its once promising Oscar 
campaign fizzled. Whether 
the reception will be any 
better for Parker's latest 
film remains to be seen. In 
the time since, the #MeToo 
movement has swept over 
the movie industry, putting 
new scrutiny on men ac¬ 
cused of sexual harassment 
and sexual assault. □ 
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'Scary Stories' is a likable Frankenstein of a movie 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 

"Scary Stories to Tell in the 
Dark" is, likably, a Fran¬ 
kenstein of a movie that 
stitches together tales 
from the cultishly beloved 
1980s book series by Alvin 
Schwartz and illustrated by 
Stephen Gammell. 
Schwartz's stories, culled 
from folklore and urban 
legend, are mostly just a 
page or two. But they feel 
like shared nightmares, told 


round an eternal campfire. 
One is about a game of 
hide-and-seek gone wrong 
for a newly wed minister's 
daughter. Another be¬ 
gins simply: "There was a 
haunted house where ev¬ 
ery night a bloody head fell 
down the chimney. At least 
that's what people said." 
Gammell's wondrously 
frightful black-and-white 
sketches made the tales 
that much more vivid and 
haunting. They are the sort 
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In this image released by CBS Films, Austin Zajur as Chuck 
Steinberg appears in the film. Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark," to 
be released by CBS Films and Lionsgate. 
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you don't ever forget. 

The same can't be said 
of Andre Gvredal's "Scary 
Stories to Tell in the Dark," 
though it tries gamely and 
inventively to pay homage 
to its source material. It 
uses Schwartz's stories and 
Gammell's pictures imagi¬ 
natively, blending them 
into one narrative pro¬ 
pelled along by a found 
book, penned in blood, 
that writes the film's teen¬ 
age characters into the 
horrors conjured into the 
horror fables (among them 
"Harold," "The Big Toe" and 
"The Red Spot"). 

It's a noble enough mis¬ 


sion, made with evident 
devotion to the authors' 
creation and a sincere de¬ 
sire to capture the magical 
ability of books to, page by 
page, work their way into 
the darkest recesses of our 
minds. Of course, books do 
that on their own, without 
the help of movies. And 
0vredal's film, by weaving 
together the supernatural 
creations of Schwartz and 
Gammell, blunts their ef¬ 
fect, rendering them more 
like tropes within a familiar 
horror-movie context. 

Yet even if the material — 
a haunted scarecrow, a 
young woman's vengeful 


ghost — can feel stale off 
the page, 0vredal's film- 
making is fresh and vibrant. 
The Norwegian director of 
'Trollhunter," working with 
producer and monster 
maestro Guillermo Del Toro, 
composes the film with 
frames full of texture and 
shadow. It glows with both 
a familiar nostalgia (the film 
is set in 1968 and a drive-in 
makes the setting for one 
pivotal scene, with "Night 
of the Living Dead" play¬ 
ing behind) and a vibrancy 
that pushes the genre for¬ 
ward ever so slightly. 
Schwartz's books were for 
kids but they bore a dark¬ 
ness that has ever since 
probably startled quite a 
few disapproving parents. 
0vredal's film, rated PG-13, 
tries to straddle a similar line 
and mostly does so, falling 
somewhere in between 
Amblin and Blumhouse. 
Dan and Kevin Hageman's 
script invents a trio of teen¬ 
agers — the nebbish, as¬ 
piring writer Stella (Zoe 
Colletti) and her two pals 
(Gabriel Rush, Austin Zajur) 
— who, along with a new 
kid in town (Michael Garza, 
as a Mexican-American 
urged to "move along" by 
the local police). □ 


Oprah Winfrey praises her late friend 
and idol Toni Morrison 



This March 4, 2019 file photo shows Oprah Winfrey at the 
presentation of Stella McCartney’s ready-to-wear Fall-Winter 
2019-2020 fashion collection in Paris. 

Associated Press 


By MARCELA ISAZA 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Oprah 
Winfrey praised her late 
friend and idol, Toni Morri¬ 
son, hailing the best-selling 
author's “confidence and 
self-assuredness and nobil¬ 
ity.” 


Winfrey and Morrison knew 
each other for more than 
20 years, dating back to 
when Winfrey was so deter¬ 
mined to learn the author’s 
unlisted phone number 
that she called the local 
fire department. 

Winfrey said that when she 


started her book club in 
1996, she was thinking of 
Morrison. 

Winfrey recalled that when 
Morrison made her first ap¬ 
pearance on “The Oprah 
Show,” she talked about 
raising her boys as a single 
mother and left many in 
the audience moved. 
Winfrey said Morrison re¬ 
called that her boys used 
to complain that she would 
fuss at them when they 
entered her room, asking 
them to button their shirts 
or comb their hair. 

“What I realize is that what 
every child really wants to 
know is do your eyes light 
up when I enter the room?” 
Morrison said then. 

Winfrey said Morrison’s les¬ 
son that day was larger 
than about children. It was 
about husbands, wives, lov¬ 
ers and anybody we care 
aboutO 
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Tito Jackson looks to prove doubters wrong with new music 



This July 24,2019 photo shows Tito Jackson, a member of the famed Jackson 5, posing for a portrait 
in Los Angeles to promote his solo project, a new version of his 2017 song “One Way Street.” 

Associated Press 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Even 
though Tito Jackson ex¬ 
perienced fame with the 
Jackson 5, he heard the 
comments from Charles 
Barkley years ago, about 
him having an insignificant 
role in the group’s historic 
success. 

Now, for anyone who be¬ 
lieves that, Jackson is look¬ 
ing to change that nar¬ 
rative about his musical 
abilities through his new 
solo project. He recently 
released a new version of 
his 2017 song “One Way 
Street,” and is working 
on his sophomore album, 
which he says is expected 
to be released next year. 

In 2010, NBA superstar- 
turned sports analyst Bark¬ 
ley dissed Jackson’s talents 
as a supporting cast mem¬ 
ber. Jackson, 65, said he still 
feels motivated to prove 
Barkley and other doubters 
wrong. 

“I took that sort of person¬ 
al," he told The Associated 
Press in a recent interview, 
adding he’s never heard 
anyone say that. “He’s 
trying to say that I don’t 
contribute. So then I say, 
‘Maybe it’s time they hear 
from me.’ I love Mr. Barkley. 
I am not upset about it. But 
it just hurts in a way where I 
tried to do the right thing in 
life, you know, raise my sons 


as good young black men 
who do the right thing by 
people. But now, that time 
has come and I’m going to 
do my thing.” 

The Jackson 5 included 
brothers Jackie, Tito, Jer¬ 
maine, Marlon and Mi¬ 
chael. The family group — 
which was inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame in 1997 — produced 
several No. 1 hits in the 
1970s including “ABC,” "I 
Want You Back,” and “I’ll 


Be There.” 

But with the Jackson 5’s 
burgeoning success, Tito 
was the least-heard mem¬ 
ber of the group as a back¬ 
ground singer who played 
the guitar. His brothers 
launched solo careers, in¬ 
cluding Michael Jackson 
who reached superstar sta¬ 
tus. 

The King of Pop, died at 
age 50 on June 25, 2009. 
Michael Jackson’s estate 
has worked to protect his 


legacy, a task made more 
challenging by the 2019 
release of the HBO docu¬ 
mentary “Leaving Never- 
land,” in which two men 
accused the singer of mo¬ 
lesting them as boys. The 
Jackson family criticized 
the documentary. 

“The people that know Mi¬ 
chael Jackson, it just boils 
our blood because he's 
not anything like the per¬ 
ception that they’re trying 
to put out on him. He’s to¬ 


tally opposite,” Tito Jack- 
son said. “And, it's just not 
heard of a person being 
so caring and giving. But 
that’s, Michael has been 
that person ever since he’s 
been a kid. You know he 
cares about others and 
very giving and just like to 
make people happy. And 
sometimes people can use 
that against you. And that's 
exactly what happened to 
him." 

Michael Jackson vehe¬ 
mently denied abuse alle¬ 
gations and was acquitted 
in 2005. 

Tito Jackson and his broth¬ 
ers are currently touring in 
Europe. 

“We're each other’s best 
friends,” he said. “And 
that's what I love about 
working with my brothers 
because we're friends." 
Out of the nine Jackson sib¬ 
lings, Tito was the only one 
to never release a solo proj¬ 
ect — until his 2016 debut 
“Tito Time.” 

Jackson said he purposely 
held back from pursuing a 
solo career, because he 
wanted to focus more on 
raising his three sons — T.J., 
Taj and Taryll, who have 
their own music group 3T. 
Now, it’s his time. 

“I’m doing things right now 
that some would have 
done 20 or 30 years ago.” 
Jackson said. “I'm glad I 
did it the way I did.”Q 


‘The Perfect Wife' has intriguing plot, chilling finale 


By OLINE H. COGDILL 
Associated Press 

“The Perfect Wife” (Ballan- 
tine Books), by JP Delaney 
Some couples seem to be 
perfect for each other, 
but can any relationship 
achieve perfection? 

Silicon Valley entrepreneur 
Tim Scott believes that his 
wife, Abbie Cullen-Scott, 
was the perfect wife, the 
perfect mother and that 
they had the perfect mar¬ 
riage. And that’s what he 
tells her. But this Abbie may 
look like his wife and pos¬ 
sess her memories, but she 
isn’t human. She’s a “com¬ 
panion robot," manufac¬ 
tured by Tim, founder of 
Scott Robotics based in 
San Francisco. 

JP Delaney's third psycho- 


THE 

PERFECT 
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This cover image released 
by Penguin Random House 
shows “The Perfect Wife,' by 
JP Delaney. 

Associated Press 


logical thriller, “The Perfect 
Wife,” puts — almost per¬ 
fectly — a high-tech spin on 
the stories of Frankenstein 
and Pygmalion with a tinge 
of the Stepford wives. Del¬ 
aney includes just enough 
technology while keeping 
the focus primarily on the 
characters. 

Abbie wakes up in what 
seems to be a hospital, hav¬ 
ing a dream about when 
she and Scott became 
engaged. But as Scott ex¬ 
plains, that wasn’t a dream 
but “an upload” and that 
she is a “cobot” with care¬ 
fully curated “memories” 
that don’t include what 
happened to the real Ab¬ 
bie. But Scott gave this 
new Abbie an intelligence 
— no matter how artificial 


— and the ability to even¬ 
tually render emotions. 
She’s stunned to learn that 
Abbie disappeared in a 
surfing accident five years 
earlier. Tim was accused of 
her murder but the charges 
were dismissed because of 
a lack of evidence. While 
Tim tries to keep the exis¬ 
tence of this Abbie quiet, 
the news gets out, igniting 
unwanted publicity and re¬ 
launching a police investi¬ 
gation. 

“The Perfect Wife” smooth¬ 
ly alternates between the 
new Abbie’s narrative and 
the couple’s past, showing 
how the uptight Tim fell in 
love with this free-spirited 
artist. Abbie tells her story in 
second person, as if she’s 
not quite sure what she is. 


while their story as a couple 
is told by an unseen narra¬ 
tor. 

Abbie is a compassionate 
character and is instantly 
appealing. It's easy to for¬ 
get that she’s a machine 
as she explores develop¬ 
ing her emotions and feel¬ 
ings. At first, Tim seems like a 
good guy whose palpable 
grief led him to build a re¬ 
placement. But Delaney's 
subtle approach in depict¬ 
ing Tim’s controlling nature, 
his pathological obsession 
with work, and his neurosis 
about perfection add to 
the tension and the possi¬ 
bility of violence. 

The intriguing plot leads to 
a chilling and surprising fi¬ 
nale that perfectly caps 
“The Perfect Wife.”0 
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Poll: Young Americans say online bullying a serious problem 



By MATT O’BRIEN 
BARBARA ORTUTAY 
Associated Press 
WETHERSFIELD, Conn. (AP) 

— Teens and young adults 
say cyberbullying is a seri¬ 
ous problem for people 
their age, but most don’t 
think they’ll be the ones tar¬ 
geted for digital abuse. 
That’s according to a new 
poll from The Associated 
Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research and 
MTV, which also finds that 
about half of both young 
people and their parents 
view social media as hav¬ 
ing a mostly negative ef¬ 
fect on the younger gen¬ 
eration. 

Fifteen-year-old Matty Nev 
Luby said she's learned to 
navigate Instagram and 
other social media apps by 
brushing aside the anony¬ 
mous bullies. 

“When I see a really mean 
comment about my ap¬ 
pearance or something I 
did, if someone said that to 
me online, it means noth¬ 
ing to me, but if I pictured 
someone I know saying 
that, I would be really up¬ 
set,” Luby said. 

Roughly three-quarters of 
15- to 26-year-olds say that 
online bullying and abuse 
is a serious problem for 
their peers. Seven percent 
of young people say they 
have already been a vic¬ 
tim of cyberbullying, with 
young women (11 percent) 
more likely to say they were 
bullied than young men (3 
percent). 

“People will make fun of 
their outfits or weight, their 
choices," said Luby, who 
lives in a suburb of Hart¬ 
ford, Connecticut, and has 
been dabbling in social 
media since age 12. 

Her popularity on the lip¬ 
syncing app Musical.ly, 
which merged this summer 
into the Chinese video¬ 
sharing app TikTok, helped 
win her some modeling 
contracts. Now she's most¬ 
ly focused on Instagram, 
where she follows makeup 
artists and fashion trends. 
Her mother, KellyLynn Ma¬ 
honey, said she’s impressed 
by her daughter’s ability to 
keep bullies at bay. 

“Her responses blow my 
mind,” Mahoney said. “I'd 
be fists up at her age. She’s 


like, ‘I’m sorry you feel that 
way. You should probably 
think in a more positive way 
and then we’d have more 
peace on earth.’” 

But she's also vigilant about 
monitoring her daughter’s 
accounts, blocking any fol¬ 
lowers who seem creepy or 
fake and trying to steer her 
away from fixating on pag¬ 
es that degrade women. 

“I have to constantly keep 
her grounded," Mahoney 
said. “I’m thankful she's 
aware that this is not real. 
It's our jobs as parents to 
reel them back in.” 

The poll shows majorities of 
both young people and 
their parents think parents 
have a responsibility to help 


prevent online harassment. 
The long-documented 
problem with online bully¬ 
ing is that it is relentless. It 
doesn’t let up when kids get 
home from school, safely in 
their homes, or even when 
they move away from their 
tormentors. Still, like Luby, 
many young people tend 
to be more resilient to troll¬ 
ing from strangers online. 

“If they don’t know who it 
is, it doesn’t seem to bother 
them as much,” said Justin 
Patchin, a criminal justice 
professor at the Univer¬ 
sity of Wisconsin-Eau Claire 
and co-director of the Cy¬ 
berbullying Research Cen¬ 
ter. “What concerns them 
is when it’s some kid at 


Associated Press 

school.” 

Patchin said that among 
adults, the people perpet¬ 
uating harassment tend to 
be strangers, not people 
they know. 

Leslie Hernandez, 39, said 
she thinks the impact of so¬ 
cial media on people her 
age has been mostly posi¬ 
tive. 

“Adults tend to stay away 
from the drama that is part 
of adolescence,” said Her¬ 
nandez, who lives in Tuc¬ 
son, Arizona. “It allows you 
to connect with people 
from your past.” 

According to the poll, she is 
in the minority. Among par¬ 
ents of 15- to 26-year-olds, 
about a quarter, 23 per¬ 


cent, say social media has 
had a mostly positive effect 
on people their age, while 
31 percent say it’s been 
negative; 45 percent say 
it’s neither positive nor neg¬ 
ative. Among people aged 
15 to 26, 47 percent say 
it’s had a negative effect 
on their generation, and 
26 percent say it's been a 
good thing, while another 
26 percent think it’s neither. 
About half of parents, 53 
percent, agree social me¬ 
dia has had a mostly nega¬ 
tive effect on their child’s 
generation. 

No matter their age, the 
overwhelming majority say 
they see people using dis¬ 
criminatory language or 
posting such images. Sev¬ 
enty-eight percent of peo¬ 
ple aged 15 to 26 say they 
see such posts either some¬ 
times or often, compared 
with 65 percent of their 
parents. Only 4 percent of 
young people and 10 per¬ 
cent of their parents say 
they never see discrimina¬ 
tory language or images. 
Companies like Facebook 
and Twitter have been 
trying for years to clamp 
down on abuse and ha¬ 
rassment, with varying 
degrees of success. Both 
parents (72 percent) and 
young people (67 percent) 
think the companies play 
a major role in addressing 
these problems. 

Roughly two-thirds of par¬ 
ents also attribute respon¬ 
sibility to schools (68 per¬ 
cent), law enforcement (66 
percent) and other users 
who witness the behavior 
(61 percent). 

Currently, young internet 
users report using YouTube 
(48 percent), Facebook 
(47 percent), Instagram (40 
percent) and Snapchat 
(39 percent) several times 
a day or more. Fewer use 
Twitter, Reddit, WhatsApp, 
Tumblr or Linkedln as regu¬ 
larly. Parents who use the 
internet are most likely to 
report using Facebook (53 
percent) several times a 
day or more, with few be¬ 
ing heavy users of other so¬ 
cial media sites. 

Hernandez said she’s “pret¬ 
ty active” on Facebook, in 
part because of her job as 
a student housing manag¬ 
er at a college.Q 



In this Feb. 28,2019 photo, Matty Nev Luby holds her phone and logs into the lip-sync smartphone 
app Musical.ly, in Wethersfield, Conn. 
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